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DEDICATION 

TO 

HIS MAJESTY, 

GUSTAVUS THE FOURTH, 

King of Sweden. 

SIRE! 

To set forth a just model of a King 
and Hero, these pictures of the noble 
heart of Sir Philip Sidney were collect- 
ed. He shone throughout Europe as 
a statesman, a man of letters, and a 
hero, duringhis short but brilliant life; 
and bad he accepted the crown of Po- 

VOL. r. b 
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land, which was offered to him, the 
whole of his character testifies that he 
would have done equal honour to the 
sceptre as to the aword. 

It is not conquest that proclaims the 
warrior to be a hero, but the goodness 
of his cause, and the use he makes of 
victoiy: it is not the unction of a king, 
but his virtues, that declare him to be 
the Lord's Anointed; it is not power, 
nor triumphs, nor extended empire; 
that entitle him to the name of Great; 
hut the moderation, magnanimity, and 
justice of his reign. The sway of such 
a king, is i;ot confined to one nation; 
he rules in the hearts of all good men, 
whether they be of his own proper , 
realm, or the subjects of virtue abiding 
in any other country: and such a king^ 
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every honest man must acknowledge 
in the King of Sweden ! 

At a moment when the proudest po- 
tentates of the world lie at tlie feet of 
the universal ravager; vhen the king- 
doms of the earth are torn from their 
centte, and new monarchies buret forth, 
like burning mountains from the erup- 
tions of Etna; at this crisis, when men 
only look to tremble, and their spirits 
are conquered, even by the breath of 
the enemy, how must all who detest 
tyranny and revere the just, venerate 
the King of Sweden! How must they 
exult in the heroism that carries him 
to the front of such a formidable foe! 
how must they confide in him who arms 
himself with the mightiness of a just 
cause, and a power, more prevailing 



dian a thousand legions, an Invincible 
Spirit ! 

To so true a king, to so true a hero, 
to the most worthy successor of the 
glorious monarchs of his name, and to 
the champion of Honour, Virtue, li- 
berty and Man, this sketch of the no- 
ble dtadel he defends, is inscribed, by 

His Majesty's 

Most Respectful, Humble, 

And Devote Servant, 

JANE PORTER. 



PREFACE. 



i)IR Philip Sidney became conspicuous in 
society when ia years he was little more than a 
boy. But the early maturity of his mindj ths 
power of his genius, the extent of hia know- 
ledge, the virtues of his heart, the accomplish- 
ments of his manners, and the graces of his 
person, gave him the consequence of a man 
while he was yet a youth. He lived the admi- 
ration of the wise, and the wonder of the ig- 
norant. A iavourite at court, and popular 
with the people; all ranks regarded him with 
respect, and wherever he moved acclamations 
fallowed bipi. Though praised beyond aH 
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ether men, esteemed by the old, beloved by 
the young, and " the secret wish of many a 
female heartj" he bore all his honours meekly, 
and with the veil of modeety tempered hi» 
brightness. I'empcred ! but such a soften- 
ing rendered it more beautiful to the eye, more 
lovely to the soul, and redoubled its power by 
the gentleness with which he used it. Such 
was this " Plume of war, with early laurels 
crewned!" for, long before he attained to the 
age in which manhood is commonly perfected 
in mind as well as body, he had finished the 
life uf a hero. 

Famous in arms and in policy. Sir Philip 
Sidney had yet leisure for the muses : and it is 
from his several works, written in hours of re- 
laxation, (and how noble must he have been 
whose pastimes may be the studies of men !) 
that I have selected the aphorisms which com- 
pose these volumes. He tliought not of be- 
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tng an uithor wbca He wrote; but just ag the 
^cy struck him, poured fonh his sentimenu 
on any pieces of paper that fell in his way, 
and sent them in loose fragmenta to his sister, 
the Countess of Pembroke : for this amiable 
lady loved her brother so entirely, as to desire 
to have every copy, however minute, of his 
ever-graceful and truly " peerless" mind. — 
His thoughts, as they flowed from a source 
•fas pure virtue as can belong to human na.- 
ture, could not be different from their foun- 
tain: whether he spoke or wrote, whether 
carelessly or with ^meditation, all that he 
Knt forth must have expressed the nobleness 
of his character. He could not think a mean 
nor a wicked thing; much less utter one: 
and though he passed a heavy sentence on the 
negligence of his own compositions, none 
will find a fault with their morality. He, be- 
ing intimate with such sentiments, could 
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hardly suppose them to be much better to 
otben than oftea-told stories, which required 
more pains than he would take, to render them 
at all entertaining. Hence the per^tion o£ 
his taste made him see great deficiencies, 
where few critics could discover a defect; and 
be dissatisfied with his language,, while we are 
wrapt in admiration of the divine spirit that 
inculcates truth with so attractive a sweetness. 
As his heart was all virtue, so his soul was aU 
poetry: poetical thoughts burst and bloom 
even over his gravest prose writings ; and the 
ardour of his imagination carried his ideas of 
moral excellence to a-haght which might have 
lieen deemed chimerical, had not his life, as a 
ton, a brother, a friend, a subject, and a com- 
mander, sufficiently exemplified, that there is 
no point of virtue beyond the reach of a per- 
severing and heaven-directed mind. This 
man, who was the glory of his own age, and 
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i* regarded by after-times as the pattern of all 
that is great and good, heroic and amiable^ 
may shew to the young menof aueceeding ge> 
Derations, tbat it is possible for the^ae gen- 
tleman, to be united with the scholar ^ the he' 
TO, and the Christian I 

What the Romans sud of Titns, English- 
men mi^t apply to Sir Philip Sidney; for 
whithersoerer he went, he was *' the love and 
delight of all menl" And the principles of 
this general charm, the ground-work of his 
eminent worth and engaging manners, may be 
found in the thoughts which enrich the^ vo- 
lumes. Lightly as he accounted them, th^ 
are much better teachers of the mind, and 
fashioners of the behaviour; much better 
counsellors for a politician, and masters of 
courtesy, than all the Graces that ever spoke 
fma the lips of Lord Cbesteffield. Sir Philip 
Sidney's fonodation is laid in truth, Lord 
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Chesterfield's in &lsebood. Sincerity uid 
courage make the soul of the one, hypocrisy 
uid fear,the spirit of the other; the one standi 
erect in conscious dignity, the other cringei 
and bows with dastardly wiliness. A man of 
.honour would sooner see his children die " in 
cold obscurity," poor_ and unknown ; than 
consent that any one of them should live> 
even in the very lap of greatness, by the prin- 
ciples which Lord Chesterfield taught bis son. 
That such supposed wisdom ii only a cheat, 
a most miserably mistaken calculation, and 
absurd estimation of things. Sir Philip Sidney 
not only affirms in his writings, but proves by 
the conduct of his life. 

It being more satisfactory to see the picture 
of a noble personage, than to hear him de- 
scribed ; so fine a model of the manly charac- 
ter, as well as a transcript of the precepts by 
which it was formed, ought to be presented to 
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the eye. To sketch this picture, to draw some 
portrait of virtues^ which inspire the heart 
that coDtemplatcB them, is the design of the, 
perhaps, too presumptuous editor of these 
aphorisms. But, animated by Sir Philip's 
self, who says — that '* he who shoots at the 
sun, will strike higher than he who aims at a 
l/ush !" I dare to plume an eagle-wing, and 
soaring upward, either catch some virtue from 
bis light, or lose myself for ever in his beams. 
It is said that vice is contagious ; why may 
not virtue he imparted in like manner, by the 
touch ? I am strangely deceived, if it be pos- 
sible tor any one to shut these volumes with- 
out, at least once during the perusal of them, 

'having fell his heart beat with ans^vering emo- 
tions. How dear are the throbs of virtue! 
How to be cherifihed, and how lovely, those 
exultations of the soul, those struggles after 

rsomething beyond the common practices of 
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the world, which seem to assert maD*i kindred 
with tlie Divinity ! How can the possessor of 
such a glorious piiaciple as the Immortal Spi- 
rit, how can he consent to let it sleep ; to Ut 
inactive, unfdt, in his breast? Where arc 
the pursuits of vanity, ■the joys of sense, when 
compared with the sublime raptures, the boty 
ccstacies of the hero, the sage, the man<^ 
virtue, the true knight of Christ ? Did man 
once taste the fruit of paradise, he never agtua 
would'stoop to the garbage of earth. 

Sir Philip Sidney is an example of bow 
happy and how admirable virtue can render 
man. To enforce his precepts, zeal, not pre- 
■lunption, has encited me to offer a few re- 
marks in the course of these pages. Though 
ineloquently, I have spoken honestly and 
wwmly, on the subjects which were near to 
his heart, and dear to mine. And may I add? 
(for I cannot deny mysdf the support of audi 
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a sancdon ;) that my efibrtB in the good cause, 
humble as they are, hare been appiDred by a 
mind which has " kept too long company 
with Sir Philip Sidney's thoughts^ to want « 
thorough knowledge of the highest matters!" 
If tketf best ptdnt sorrows who have felt them 
most, by the tame tuI<^, the heroic character is 
no unfit one to decide on sentiments profess- 
edly written to inculcate heroism of soul— 
And he who has studied Sidney's lesson of ho- 
nour, to make it the text of his life; who 
ibews in action, what bis master teaches; 
who, hearing with him the gentleness of virtue 
with its authority, tastes neither human ac- 
tions nor human abilities, above their powers; 
he, who with Christian huraOity admits that 
a man may fall, and aAerwards demonstrate 
diathis fair, tike the falls of Antteus renews 
his strength i and who, in the same lenient 
ajiirit, pleads gainst dd'ects in manner b^g 
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condemned^s faults in principle: sucbamU' 
of experience^ " acquainted with excellence 
and DOt unknown to F<inie>" hts found in this 
work a bei^votent and not ungratiifying reason 
for pardoniug its many imperfectiom ; in a 
word, by approving the motives which dictat- 
ed my attempt to write with Sir Philip Sid- 
ney, he sanctions me in the hope, that other 
ingenuous readers will be indulgent to errors 
in the stile, for the sake of my sincenty; and 
that the sentence which a rigorous judgment 
might dictate, may be av.erted by the candour 
to which I appeal. At any rate^ so gracious 
a suffrage leads me to trust, that i)o charge of 
arrogance will arise to intimidate me from 
yet further tracing the literary steps of. my 
noble author, by preparing for the world a 
pure copy of his Poems and ATcaiiaj and 
that the illustrious assistants who have offer- 
ed me their libraries and researches, to aid 
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the completion of m^ projected Life or Sik 
Philip Sidney, will find in these pages no 
public reason to regret their engagement. 



J. P 



J/mg 'Dillon, Surrey, 
January, ISOI. 
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kEMEMBEii always, that man ia a creature 
«(i)ose reason is often darkcaicd with error. 
S. 

God Almighty, to shew us that be made all 
of nothing hath left a certain inclination in hi^ 
creatures, whereby they tend naturally to no" 
thing ; that is to say, to change and corrupti- 
on ; unlesg they be upheld by his power, who 
having all in himself, abideth alone the utWr 
changeable and free from all passiooi. 

vol, I, B 
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Remark, 

Sir Philip Sidney's opinion of the nature of 
man, is founded on candour and humility. 
As man is a finite being, he is liable to error} 
thei;efore, it is the duty of all men, to bear 
with occasional instances of that fruity, which 
is common to thetn all. And as he is the crea- 
ture of an infinite God, (infinite in wisdom 
and goodness, as in power,) he declares him- 
self to be dependent on his providence, for an 
all-perfect line, by which he is to direct bis 
steps. Religion is the guide of his life ; and 
Charity his compaoion. 



BIRTIJ. 



I AH no herald to inquire of men's pedi- 
greeej it s'uiSceth me, if I know their virtuea. 
2. 
What is birth to a man, if it sbaJl be a stain 
to his dea.d ancestors, to have left such an off- 
spring ? 

3. 
Titles are but marks, on the highest worth. 

4. 
Where worthiness is, no outward lowness 
ehould hinder the highest rising thereof. In 
mean caves oft a treasure abides. Height of 
thoughts should well countervail lowness of 
i]uali^. 

Remark, _ 

When high birth stands in the place of high 
desert, in the estimation of mankind, indo- 
lence induces must men to be so well satisfietl 
B 3 



with hereditary elcration, that resting dl their 
consequence upon this ground, they neglect 
the means by which they might themselves up- 
hold their rank, and stamp a right to it, with 
the seal of self-reflected eminence. There are 
too many who, bankrupts in character, draw 
largely on the abundant fame of the dead, to 
preponderate living infamy ; and when the 
violence or baseness of their actions make it 
policy to keep Uiem as much as possible in the 
back-ground, they hold forth, as a charter for 
new civil honours, the name of some heroic 
ancestor, whose virtues won that title, which is 
now perverted into a passport, with which vice 
may invade the natural property of virtue.^. 
While these degenerate sons of nobiTity ^re 
degrading themselves beneath the lowest point 
of contempt, men of eminent worth rise from 
the humbler orders; and by the course of 
things, take that honourable station in society, 
which the profligate have deserted. A few 
years pass away, and thej-, in their turn, be- 
come the parents of a race, who, perhaps, in 
herit nothing of their Father's fame, but its 
golden trumpet and the echo of its sound. 



NobiHty^ without virtue, is 2 fine setting with- 
out ft gem. But when they are united^ it a 
then that we pay 'f that proud submission, 
that dignified obedience, that subOTdinatioa 
of the heart, which keeps alive, even in ser- 
litude itself, the spirit of an exalted freedom." 



EDUCATION AND STUDY. 



Ab the fertilest ground must be manured ; 
•o must the highest flying wit have a Dsedalus 
to guide him. 

S. 

This purifying of wit, this enriching of me- 
mory, enabling of judgment, and enlarging of 
conceit, which commonly we call learning; 
under what name soever it come forth, or to 
what immediate end soever it be directed^ the 
final end is, to lead and draw us to as high per- 
iection as our degenerate souls (made worse 



by their clay lodging^) can \ie capable of. 
This, according to the inclinations of man, 
bred many-formed impressions : for some 
that thought this felicity principally to be got- 
ten by knowledge, and no knowledge to be so 
high OT heavenly as to be acquainted with the 
stars, gave themselves to astronom^y : others, 
persuadinfr themselves to be demi-goda, if 
theyknew the causes of things, became natural 
and supernatural philosophers : some, an ad- 
mirable delight, drew to music : and some, 
the certainty of demonstrations, to the mathe- 
matics: but all, one and other, having this 
ecope, TO KNOW, and by knowledge to lift up 
the mind from the dungeon of the body, to 
the enjoying of its own divine essence. But 
when, by the balance of experience, itwaa 
foimd that the astronomer, looking to the 
stars, might fall into a ditch; that the in- 
quiring philosopher might be blind to himself; 
and the mathematician might draw forth « 
strait line, with a crooked heart ;— then, lo I 
did Proof, the over-ruler of opinions, make 
iinanifest that all these are but serving sci- 
ences J which, as they are all directed to the 



highest aim of the mistrees-knowtedge, K Ko w- 
tEDGE OF A man's SELF, in theethic and po- 
litic consideration ; with the end of well-dq- 
ing, and not of tuell-knowing only : so the 
ending end of all earthly leammg, bang vtV- 
luotts actum, those skills that most serve to 
bring forth that, have a most just title to be 
princa ovor the rat. 

3. 

Until inea find a pleasure in the exercise of 

tfie mind, great promises of much knowledge, 

will little persuade them that know not the 

fruits of knowledge. 

4. 

It is manifest, that all government of action 
in to be gotten by knowledge; and knowledge^ 
best, by gathering many knowledges, which 
ie reading. 

5. 

Alexander received more bravery of mind» 
fay the pattern of Achilles, than by hearing tbe 
definition of fortitude. 
6. 

Each excellent thing, once well-Ieamed, 
■enres for a measure of all other knowledges^' 
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The mind iiseU must (like other things) 
•ometimes be unbeat; or else, it will be dthtr 
weakened or broken. 

Rtmarkt 

The lirst proposition in this plan of educa- 
tion, declares the arrogance of that mind 
which fancies that, by its own unassisted 
means, it can become wise unto perfection. 
It might reasonably be supposed, that none 
other than the silliest persons could concetre 
BO absurd an opinion; but we see men of the 
greatest talents fall into this mistake, and aU 
. lege in support of it, the ommjcten/ power of 
genius. A mind of extraordinary capacity 
and force, is seldom without a pioportionatft 
im^ination ; this faculty, set to work by va- 
nity, fonns a thousand wild chimeras^ and, 
charmed with the effects of its own incanta* 
tions, believes that the phantoms which peo« 
pie its fool's paradise, are the real substances 
of an all-wise creation. When we consider 
th% presumption of this pride of intellect^ and 



the offensiveness of such a domineering dispo> 
sition, (for a strong mind, untempered by dis- 
cipline, 13 the most dogmatical of all minds) 
it is surprising that self-love, if not justice^ 
should allow the rest of mankind to^ pay more 
homage to talents than to virtue: .Why is 
this ? Surely, neither writing gre«l^nor talk- . 
ing greatly, is doing greatly ! - It msf he said* 
that abilities are the geems of future greatpees^ 
and, as the embryo of such a plant, they ought - 
to he valued. But then, let them be valued 
as the seed only, and not as the blossom. 

The sou], or rather, the supreme sense of 
right, the dictator of atl these,abi]itie3, is the 
sun which must expand them into use and 
beauty; for, when we speak of mere abilities, 
we name what -may make a mwi a great ge- 
neral, a great lawyer, or any other profession- 
al excellence; hut diey alone caimot make him 
a great man. Abilities may be referred to the 
intellect, and they may indeed produce vulgar 
greatness ; but in this there is nothingsolid or 
valuable. True greatness must be achieved 
by tlie soul, who commands the energies of 
the miad, as generals do their soldiers. 
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Talents are the wings which enable man to 
cleave the depths of wisdom, and bring up 
thence the powers which astonish and illumi- 
nate the world : by them, he crosses the im- 
measurable flood of time, and converses with 
sages who are translated to eternity : by them, 
he soars to ^heaven, and, led hy the seraph, 
Contemplqti&n, kneels before the very throne 
of Deity^:V!5y them, he unites past, present, 
and to ^.^^ rand by them, he becomes im- 
mortal. Allow them to lie still, and, though 
they were the plumes of an angel, the posses- 
sor would be"^ (effectually) as inanimate as a 
clod of clay ; and as ignorant as the peacock 
who, spreading his feathers to the sun, exults 
in a transitory splendour. But it is not 
enough, with the noble Sidney, that man 
should cultivate his mind ; he must take care 
that the plantation is weeded of its tares. He 
sanctions no education, which does not ter- 
minate in virtue: to this temple all the ave- 
nues of the arts and sciences must tend ; tliey 
point to the sun, round which they revolve, 
and from which alone they can, respectively, 
.derive either light, warmth, or brilliancy. 
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£very other path of study is vain and erratic j 
it wanders to right and left without any de- 
termined end; and loses itself St length, in a 
wilderness of doubt, dissipation, and disap- 
pointment. Man must seek' to find. The 
- fruiu of Parnassus will not bear to be n^Iect- 
ed ; they must be reaped .as- well as sowedt 
else the harvest will .perish whfert}., it grew. 
Neither must the teacher of youth overbiir- 
then the mind which he labours to instruct; 
nor render his lessons odious, by a conduct 
that contradicts the loveliness of his precepts. 
He nuist display living as well as dead exam- 
ples of the virtues which he wishes to incul- 
cate; forwho can seetheyhitVi o/'i'sott'fcdg'e 
in the man who, presuming on his mental su- 
periority, dares to be as severe and unamiable 
as he wills } No tyranny is more iron thaa 
that of genius, unaccompanied with goodness : 
and it is a fortunate circumstance for the 
world, that, though it may dazzle men by its 
glare, unless it enlightens with its wisdom, it 
fails of attraction. Such demagogues may 
have pupils and parasites, but they newer make 
scholars nor friends. Man mutt love what he 
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admires, before his heart yields voluntary obe-^ 
diencc. 



SEASON AND WISDOM. 

1. 
Give tribute, but not obktioh, to human . 
wisdom. 

2."' 
'Reason cannot shew itself more reasonable, 
than to leave reasoning on things above rea- 
son. , 

3. 
, -Man's reason is so far off from being 'the 
■ measurer of reli^ous faith, whicb'far exceed- 
eth nature, that it is not so much as the mea- 
surer oi^ nature, and of the least creatures, 
whif^ lie &r beneath man. 
"4. 
. \ Thinking nurseth thinlting. 
- 5. 

' The glory and increase of wisdom stands in 
exercising it. 
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6. 

Iteason \ I|ow many eyes tbon hast to 
lee evils, and how dim, nay, blind, thou 
ut in preventing them 1 
7. 

To call back what might have been, to a 
man of wisdom and courage, carries but a 
shadow of discourse. 

8. 

There is no man thjit is wise, but hath, in 
whatsoever he doth, some purpose whereto he 
directs his doings ; whieh, so long he follows, 
till he sees that either that purpose is not worth 
the pains, or that another doing carries with it 
a better purpose. 

9. 

Learned men have learnedly thought, that 
where once reason hath so much over-master- 
ed passion, as that the mind hath a free desire 
, to do well , the inward light each mind hath in 
itself is as good asa philosopher's book; since 
in nature we know that it is well to do well, 
and what is good and what is evil, although 
not in the wo^ds of art, which philosophers 
bestow upon us ; for out of natural conceit 
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(which is the very hand-u/riting of God) the 
philosophers drew it. But to be moved to do 
that which we know; or to be moved with 
desire to know, — hoc opus, hie labor est, 
la 
Some busy themselves so mucli about their 
pleasures, that they can never find any leisure, 
not, to mount up unto Cod^ but only so much 
as to enter into themselves. So thoughtless 
are they, that they be more strangers to their 
own nature, to their own souls, and to the 
things which concern them most nearly and 
peculiarly, than they be either to the desarts of 
Inde, or to the seas that are worst to be haunt- 
ed and least known. 

Remark, 

By mixing much with the world, and direct- 
ing our desires, our thoughts, and our actions, 
towards the attainment of those honours which 
embellish civilized society, we insensibly for- 
get that there is any thing beyond them. Our 
senses are so employed in the contemplation of 
visible rewards, that we have no time to spare, 
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(not even a wish,) upon the inyisible treasures 
which await man in etemitj". What is pre- 
tOiit absorbs him wholly ; and he is too apt to 
make an idol of that human wisdom, by which 
he acquires the transitory glory he sought. By 
the decisions of this oracle, he measures all 
things, divine as well as earthly; and from to- 
tal ignorance of his own nature, of the limita- 
tions of mortal reason, and of the essential 
diflference between it, and that of the Deity, 
(which is the Supreme Reason) he begins with 
doubting the possibility of every proposition 
which he cannot comprehend ; and ends with 
denying that any thing can be true, which man 
does not completely understand. Such rea- 
soners, (and there are too many of them,) are 
not aware of two truths : — That men are never 
so much at a loss what to say, as when the ax- 
iom, which they are called upon to prove, is 
more self-evident than all that can be alleged 
in its demonstration. — And, that things which 
are beyond reason, are not necessarily against 
reason. None are more prone to the worship- 
ping of human reason, than they who are most 
insehsible to her influence. " Truth (says the 
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McellCTit WoIIaston) is the offspring of si- 
lence, unbroken meditationB, and thoughts of- 
ten revised and corrected," She is not to be. 
found by the midnight reveller, the votary of 
appetite, pasaion, and prejudice ; by such 
fiimes, the lights of the mind are clouded or 
extinguished. Nor can the man who is bu- 
sied in traffic, often take leisure for the search. 
And others, who by the display of a ready wit, 
have acquired the.jiame of learned, rather 
darken the mental orb with images of sense 
and selfishness, than irradiate vision, by look- 
ingwithout themselves, for fair views of na- 
ture. In proportion as the philosopher puri- 
fies his heart, he clears his reasoning faculty : 
and as he throws from him the dross of mor- 
tality, he perceives the chains with v^hich vice 
and sensuality held his more ethereal part ; 
and looking upward, in the humility of true 
wisdom, to that Divine Reason, which is un- 
changeable, incomprehensible, infinite, and 
all-perfect, he excliums, " Wherewithal shall 
a man cleanse his way f Even by ruling him- 
self after the word of the Most High ! Right- 
eous art thou, O Lord, and true is thy judg- 
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neat J incline my heart to thy testimonies, 
and I will walk at liberty ; for I seek thy com* 
inandmeDts!" Human reason and human 
wisdom have no other commission on earth> 
than to lead mankind, by knowledge, to vir- 
tue, and by virtu^ to God. 



Tn« treaanres of inward pSa are bestowed, 
by the Heavens, on men, t6 be beneficial and 
not idle. 

2. 

Wisdom and virtue are the only destinies 
appointed to man to foDow ; whence we ought 
to seek all our knowledge,' since they be such 
guides as cannot fail ; and which, besides tbur 
inward comfort, do lead so direct away of pro- 
ceeding, as either prosperity must ensue, or, 
if the wickedness of the world should oppress 



u>* it can never be sud^ that evil bappeneth to 
faim who falls accompanied with virtue. 
3. 
A man's self gives haps or mishaps, even as 
ke ordereth his heart. 

How excellently compoied is that mind, 
which shews a piercing wit, quite void of os- 
tentation, high-erected thoughts, seated in a 
heart of courtesy, and eloquence, as sweet hi 
the uttering, as slow to come to the uttering, 
and a behaviour so noble, as gives beauty to 
pomp, and majesty to adversity I 
$. 

FiMwmuch as to undergtand and to be 
mighty are great qualities, the higher thai 
they be, they are so much the less to be es- 
teemed, ' if goodnesB also abound not in the 
^sessor. 

6. 

In the ordinary intercourse of society, we do 
Bot so much look for men who exceed in the 
virtues which get admiration, such as depth 
of wisdom, height of courage, and largeness 
of magnificence ; we rather seek men who vb- 
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notable in those which stir affection, as truth 
of word, meekness, courtesy, mercifulnesa^ 
and liberality, 

7. 
We become willing strvant^ to the good, bjr 
&e bonds thar virtues lay upon ua. 

S. 
Remember, that ifwebemen, the reuon* 
able part of our loul ii to have absolute com- 
mandment I Against which, if any lensual 
weakness arise, we are to yield all our sound 
forces, to the overcrowing of so unnatural a 
rd>eU)on ; wbovin, how can we want courage, 
since we are to deal against so feeble an ad> 
veraary, that in itselfis nothing but weakness} 
Nay, we are to resolve, that if reason direct it, 
we must do it : and if we must do it, we will 
do it ; for to aay / cannot, is childish, and 
J will not, is womanish. 

9. 
In the truly great, virtue governs with the 
■ceptre of knowledge. 

10. 

A mind well trained and long exercised ia 

virtue, doth not easily change any course it 
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OQce undertakes, but upon well-grounded and 
we)l-weighed causes ; for, being witness to it- 
self of its own inward good, it finds nothing 
without it of BO high a price, for which it 
should be altered. Even the very countenance 
and behaviour of such a man doth shew ibrtli 
images of the same constancy ; by maintain- 
Hig a right harmony betwixt it and the inward 
good, in yielding itself suitable to the virtuoui 
KsolutioD of the mind. 
II. 

A secret assurance of worthiness, though ib 
be never so weB cloathed in modesty, yet al' 
ways lives in the worthiest minds. 
12. 

The virtuous man limits his thoughts with- 
' in that he esteems good ; to which he is nei- 
ther carried by the vain tickling of uncertain 
fame, nor irom which he can be transported 
by enjoying any thing whereto the ignorant 
world gives the excellent name of good. 
13. 

A good man loves to do well^ for ^rtue's 
>df, and not for thanks. 
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A virtuous man, without any respect whe* 
ther his grief be less or more, is never to do 
that which he cannot assure himself is allows 
able before the ever-living Rightfulness; 
but rather is to think honours or shames, 
which stand in other men's true or false judg- 
ments, as pains or not pains, (which never 
yet approach our souls) to be nothing in re- 
gard of an unspotted conscience. 

Remark. 

Tht only impr^nable citadel of virtue, is 
religion ; fur there is no bulwark of mere mo- 
rality, which some temptation may not over- 
top, or undermine, and destroy, 

15. 
Longer I would not wish to draw brealhj 
than I may keep myself unspotted of any hei- 
nous crime, 

16. 
When a man's heart is the gage of his 
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debtj when a man's own thoughts are willing 
witneasM to his promise ; lastly, when a man 
is the jailor over himself, there is little doubt 
of breaking credit, and less of escape. 
17. 
Id the clear mtnd of virtue, treason ean find 
no hiding'place. 

Remark, 

The maxim of politicians, That all means 
ore admissihle, which further their plans. Is 
rejected by virtue. One of the greatest heroes 
that England ever produced, discoursing one 
day on the successes of a famous northern 
king, who, (notwithstanding his many noble 
qualities) sometimes acted upon Machiavelian 
principles, made this observation — *' If a pro- 
posed good cannot be accomplished but by the 
commission of an evil, it must be relinquish- 
ed J for no end, however excellent, can sanc- 
tify immoral means. Besides, as the desired 
aim of an action is not always Its necessary 



totneqtience, it is bad cdculuioii to incur po 
litive evil, for the sake of uncertain good.- In 
short, a man of honour should esteem nothi^ 
an acquisition, that demands the sacrifice of 
integrity." ■ 



As in geometry, the oblique mutt be known« 
as well as the right | and in ari^metic, the 
odd as well as the even ; so in actions of lif^ 
who seeth not the filthiness of evil, wanteth a 
■great foil to perceive the beauty of virtue. 
19. 

A man is bound no farther to himself 
than to do wisehf } which is virtue, 
to. 

The general goodness which is nourished 

(n noble hearts, maki^ every one think that 

strength of virtue to be in another, whereof 

they find assured foundation in themselveSi 

SI. 

The only disadvantage of an honest heart, is 
credulity. 

Think not tliat cruelty, or ungratefulaees. 
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osn flow from a good mind. From the foun- 
ain of virtue, jaothing but virtife could ever 
•priug. 

Remark, 

Confidence \a thU maxim (for where af- 
iection' points^ virtue is pre-supposed), pro- 
duces the credulity complained of in the one 

that immediately precedes It. But too much 
reliance on apparent worth, can never bring to 
the confiding person such stings as must pierce 

he upbraiding conscience of the imjustly bus- 
picioiis. It would be less hurt to the heart of 
a man of honour, to close on the dagger of him 
whose faith he had accepted, than to have 
treated as a traitor, a creature, who on prooi 
had never swerved &om fidelity. Suspicion is 
the shield of dishonour. Rochefbucault says, 
" our own distrust justifies the deceit <^ 
others ;" and Fenelon has something of the 
same kind — " He who is suspicious of deceit 
deserves to be deceived.*' When Dion, vrfio 
deposed Dionysius, was told that Callippus, 
his bosom friend, conspired agaioet bim^ he 



re&sed to question him, saying, " It is better 
for him to die than to live, who must be wary 
not only of hb enemies, but of his friends." 



A true-grounded virtue must be like itsdf 
m all points. 

24. 
The hero*s soul may be separated from his 
body, but never dlienated from the remem- 
brance of virtue. 

25. 
Often extraordinary excdlence, not being 
Ti^dy conceived, -does rather offend tfian 
pleaae- 

25. 
An extraordinary desert requires an extraor- 
dinary proceeding. 

27. 
Having nothing but just desires, we need 
jiot mistrust their justifying. 
28. 
Virtue Seeks to satisly others. 






Remark. 

It is indeed a lamentable truth, that misap- 
prdtended excellence is often an object of dis* 
like. People do not always understand the 
jnotives of sublime conduct, and when they 
are astonished they are very ^t to think they 
ought to be alarmed. The truth is, none are 
fit Judges of greatness but those who are ca- 
pable of it. Those virtues rartSy excite an in- 
stant popularity, which outwardly bear the 
odious marks of a fierce and unnatural tem- 
per i for men will not admire a motive which 
they can neither perceive nor feel : men judge 
1)y themselves, and abhor in others what they 
>voutd detest in themselves. 

The upright In heart owe it lo themselves* 
and to virtue in general, not to withdraw &om 
scrutiny. A divine prec^t says. Lei not thy 
good le evil spoken of! Accoijling to this 
rule (whose direction is very extensive), they 
ought to meet investigation; and prove to the 
u^rid ihefttlsity of the bad reports which ig- 
norance or malice may bare raised to th<ar 



prqndice. Otway says wdl to Ihia eflect, if 
for the lirave we substitute the good — " The 
'^ood, indeed, do never shun the light 1" 



The furer a diamond is, the more pi^ it U 
diat it should receive a blemish. 
30. ' 
Doing good is the only certainly ba|^y aow 
tion of a man's life. 

,31. 
Misfortunes may aboundj but how can he 
want comfort that hath the true and living, 
eomfort of unblcmiafaed virtue t 
32. 
Neptune hath not more fbrce to appease 
tiie rebellious wind, than the admiration of an 
extraordinary rirtue hath to temper a dtiorder- 
cd multitude. 
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Remark. 

*' Eveiy man, unless his constitution be de- 
fective, inherits the principles of every passion; 
but no'tnan is the prey of all his passions." — 
Some one or other, by sap or stono, usually 
obtains the maslery, and rules the rest at 
pleasure. There is a certain vigour of the 
soul, an active power essential to its existence^ 
which must have action ; and if it be not at- 
tracted to virtut^ it will gravitate to vice. To 
give this desirable direction, is the study of 
education ; and to keep in it, is the business 
of human life. Different men, are endowed 
with different degrees of fervour; the Prome- 
thean flame glows with greater beat or bright- 
ncES i]jL some cooatitutions than in others-; — 
hence the course of the passions becomes tem- 
perate, or violent, according to the original 
impetus ; and kindling by vehement and un- 
checked motion, they set fire to every thing 
in their way, until the whole soul is absorbed 
in the blaze. Man, when he was created, was 
formed for various situations. By diversity 
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•f character, the economy of society is car- 
ried on with proportion, beauty, and interest ; 
and tbe cviU that chequer the scene^ are liko 
discords in music, which add to the effect of 
the general harmony. It is not requisite, that 
every man should be renowned ; but it is in- 
dispcDsible, that all should he virtuous ; there- 
fore, if we would wish to fulfil tbe ead of our 
being ; if we would render tliat being as noble 
and as happy an this terrestrial state will ad- 
mit — » e must be sovereigns of ourselves ! We 
must throw a yoke over our selfish passions f 
and evai curb our social propensities, those 
innocent betrayers of peace, and often of rec- 
titude 1 For, it is weti observed by an amiable 
Northern philosopher, that " the social dispo- 
sitions (being in thdr own nature gay and ex-, 
biJerating), extend their influence to other 
passiotiB which are not in oppotitioti to them, 
and accelerate thek motJfmB> white they aug- 
ment thdr own vivacity^ They animate, and 
even inflame the inferior appetites; and where 
reason and other serious principles are not in- 
vested with supreme authority, they expose ug 
to the anarchy of unlawful desires. There anj 
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,many iastances of men being betrayed int* 
habits of profligtcy, by the influence of their 
■ocial passions." A smouldering banier di- 
vides the bigot from idolatry; as fragile is the 
line which separates strong liking from inor- 
dinate longing. When men, above all things^ 
•eek the indulgence of particular wishes, and 
those wishes have little affinity with promot- 
ing the happiness of others, but tend imme- 
diately to self-gratification, all attention to th$ 
rule of right gradually disappears, and indi- 
Tidual enjayment supersedes every law, hu- 
man and divine. Then, indeed, are these 
men in bondage ; their paratnount affection 
loses its form of iimocence, and Dalilah-tike, 
^ving cheated them with smiles, and shorn 
iitem of strength, leads them whither it wilU, 
firom the love of society to court dissipation ; 
from the love of persons ta a spirit of ^tion ; 
from the love of fame to the intrigiies of am- 
bition. In short, unless men's inclinationa 
and passions are regulated by virtue, (who 
pmnts to the end, and enjoins temperance to 
keep uB in the path), they will shoot from 
thar sphere. They arc the allegorical horses 



in the car of Hiocbire, which, when guided bj 
their master's skill, went thur equable, lumi* 
noUB and all-vivifyrng round ; but when the 
daring hand of Phaeton seizes the runs, the 
impetuous animals break from his unprao 
tised grasp, dash in wild liberty irom side to 
■tde, and setting the who!e universe on fin, 
precipitate the rash j'Oiiih into the burning 
elements. Th»% never was a victim to hit 
passions, who could not, if he chose to speak 
honestly, give a true exposition of this fable. 

The social affections have a different ten^ 
dency, and can no more produce profligacy^ 
ihan virtue can produce vice. A passion fbV 
society may lead to the tankard's foaming and 
tocial noise, and other evil consequences ; bal 
ftfTection is still and circumscribed ; it cannot 
be distributed among many j the endearing 
ties can never be very extensive. As a river 
divided into many channels, flows weak and 
shallow ; so affection, when dissipated among 
many objects, becomes feeble and ineffectual, 
Hoice it may be inferred, that affection (which 
is the common excuse of those who run into 
social excease»)j never carried a man to tbt 
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table of revellersor the rendezvoiw o£ profli- 
gates. The affections cannot abide with rude- 
oees and pbrensy ; they are warm and gentle, 
locial but pure. Il is my firm belief that the 
genuine impulse of the social affections never 
yet produced intoxication ; they no more lead 
to wine, than learning to atheism ; they re-> 
(juire no stimulus ; they bum tn ajire «f their 
ow7t I But Biea like to dignify their vices, 
and to utter any paradox rather than acknow- 
ledge their own worthlessness. They con- 
ceive that the lesson of temperance is difficult 
to learn and harsh in its practice, and thereT 
fore are content to borrow the names of the 
onuable virtues, ratherthan make any sacrifice 
or any essay to possess them in reality. They 
are not aware that the path of virtue is not only 
the field of honour, but the way <^ peace. Its 
conquests may be hardly won, but when once 
gainedj they produce a lasting tranquillity, an 
elevation of soul, a mighty power of action, 
which none but the rvler of himself can pos- 
sess. No regrets follow these bloodless vic- 
tories, for every one of them add to his tcrri- 
torj', and make hiuv more a king, When 
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Alexander had eubdued the world, and wept 
that ixme were left to dispute' his anns, hi« 
tears were an involuntary tribute to a mo- 
narchy that he knew not— 'Man's empire over 
himself. When we yield to passion, we sur- 
render both the temptation and its price; 
our virtue and our passion leave us together ; 
in the very moment in which we gratify in- 
temperate desire, it dies ; fur a passion satis- 
fied is a passion destroyed. " When any in- , 
ordinate appetite is sated, it requires no more'; 
nay, we turn loathing from its repetition } 
the zest .is gone, and nothing remains, but 
the consciousness of sacrificed innocence, and 
the conviction that we are slaves." — Such is 
the fate of the ambitious man, as well as. of 
the voluptuary. The usurper, who makes his 
way to a throne through blood, and<the Syba- 
rite, who murders his manKood on the altar 
of pleasure, are equally the prey of remorse : 
the gorged demon within, turns his scorpions 
upon the breast that fed him ; and unless he 
is amused with fresh oblations, his guilty cap- 
tive becomes the ^'ictim. By new outrages, 
new devastations, new usurpations, the tyrant 
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kppeases the clamQur: the sensualist drownft 
bb seoBCS in the cup of excess, and dreams of 
« bliss heia for erer precluded ftxHU enjoymg, 
— Both aremiaenble. 



The joomey of high honour lies not in 
smooth wsys. 



Remark, 

This truth is exemplified, in the choice of 
Hercules, who turned froni the couch of plea- 
sure to climb the precipice of virtue; iu the 
election of Actntles, who chose death and re- 
nown rather than life and oblivion ; and in the 
resolution of Curtius, who leaped iato the 
burning gutph to save his country. 
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3. 

High honour is not only gotten and bora 
by pain and danger, but must be nursed by the 
like^ else it vanisbetb as soon as it appears to 
the world. 

Jlemari. 

A French philosopher hath said, that '* ad- 
miration is a kind of fanaticism, which ex- 
pects miracles;" and there never wai a hero 
that couM not subscribe to the verity of this, 
observation. Popular admiration is a micros' 
cope, which so magnifies its object, that he 
who cannot coDtfavene the order of nature^ 
and master imposBibilities, cab haitUy hope 
to accomplish its extravagant expectations. 
The ftvourite of the people is one who is ex- 
pected to govern Fortune^ as absolutely as that 
insolent directress of human afTairs rules over 
others. Let him shew atl the cotarage and 
good conduct in the world, yet if against fear- 
fill odds, he- prove not invariaUy victorious,— 
he fails! let him effect more than ever man, 
underlUte circumstances, achieved} yet, ifhft 
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do not every thing, he does nothing. If he 
contmul not Sitte like a god, he is degraded 
from the dignity of a hero, despoiled of every 
Well-eamed laurel, and stripped of every attri- 
bule of praise. He is reviled by the multitude 
of illiberal censurera, who can form no ade- 
quate idea of the difficulties of his situation, or 
of the limited scope of mortal agency. Each 
arrogant idiot fancies he could have conquered 
where Hannibal waa subdued ; and thus the 
disasters of great men become pidms to adorm 
fiohJ 

S. 

nonoTir flieth up to beavett, when borne oi» 
the wii^s of courage and justice. 
4. 
Who shoots at the mid-day sun, though bt 
be sure he shall never hit the mark, yet as sure 
he is, that he shall shoot higher than be who 
aims but at a bush. 

S. 
Great is not great to Aie greater. 
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Remark, 

The crown of ambition is a poor prize to 
him who aspires to the empire of glory, "To 
be ambitious of tme honour, (says the divine 
Sherlock,) of the tme glory and perfection of 
our natures, is the very principle and incentive 
of virtue; but to be ambitious of titles, of 
place, of ceremonial respects and civil pa^- 
antry, is as vain and little as the things are 
which we court," 

It is a great happiness to be praised of .them 
that are most praise-worthy. 

Remark. 

There is also a praise without words, which 
produces the same' effect, general attention, 
la it not delighlful to find ourselves the axis 
on which the souls of a whole company turn ? 
the centre wherein all the points which com- 
pose the circle we move in, meetf Finding 
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ourselves tenderly r^rded hy others, vre in- 
sensibly tender ourselves liKire deiirly. We 
gee our own images reflected in the admiration 
of the worthy; and what they deem deserving 
of esteem, modesty itself cannot refuse to re- 
spect. When super-eminent talents have a 
fair 6eid to act on, they never foil of exciting 
the plaudits of those, whose judgment ought 
to be the standard of i^me ; for there is a se- 
cret principle which unites kindred geniuses, 
as well as kindred soids; whereas contraries 
mingle with great reluctance. 

When men have honoured the coarse ef 
their creation, and they fall into evil time, 
place^ and fortune, it is lawful for tbem to 
tpeak gloriously. 

Remark. 

If ever it be lawful for a great man to speak 
in lofty terms of the meri^ of his own actions, 
it surely is when the unjust reproaches of en- 
vy or malignity hare made an bojiourable 



mration of his own praise-worthy doiiiga tn" 
dispensibty requisite to his just defence. An 
exalted character may^ \vith becoming grace* 
remanber hU own virtue^ when an ungrateful 
country has forgotten it. Plutarch affirms 
that self-praise is neither disgraceful nor 
blameable, when it is introduced by way of 
(^logy, to remove calumny or accusation; 
^and he enforces the remark by many admirable 
examples, some of which 1 will repeat. Pe- 
ricles, when a popular clamour was ratsc<} 
ag^st him, broke out as follows: "But ye 
are angry with me, a man inferior to none, 
whether it be in the knowing or interpreting 
of necessary things ; a man, who am a lover 
of my country, and above the meanness of 
bribes !" This was not arrogance nor vanity, 
but the dictates of a brave spirit, which no- 
thing could subdue, and of a soul greatly con- 
scious of its own nobility. When the Thebaa 
princes accused Pelopidas and Epaminoadas 
for disobedience of orders, in retaining the go' 
Tenunent ofBceotia, contrary to law, and, 
moreover, making an incursion into Laconui 
and repeopling Messena j Pelopidas bundling 
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himself, and making many submissive ^>otor 
giea and earnest entreaties, very hardly obtainr 
ed foi^veness. Bat Epaminondas, loftily 
glorying in the very actions fiw which he was 
arraigned, declared, that he would willin^'Jy 
suffer death, if it m^ht be written on his mo- 
nument, that, — " He had wasted Lacoitia, the 
territory of an enemy, peopled Messena two 
hundred and thirty years after it had been 
sacked, united the Arcadians, and restoret^ 
liberty to Greece, — AOAtKar his codntry's 
WILL !"^ The judges admired him, and won- 
dering at the cheeifcl greatness of his courage, 
Fose, and refused to receive the vetes. When 
Scipio, to the infamy of his countrymen, was 
accused at Rome, *^ This day (said he to the 
assembled multitude) this day is the anniver- 
sary of that on which I conquered Humibal 
and rednced Carthage! I, for nxy part, am go- 
ing to the capitol with my garland on my 
head, to sacrifice to the Gods, and return them 
thanks for the victory; and those who diuse 
may stay here and pass sentence upon me." 
Whereupon the assembly followed him with 
shouts and acclamations, leaving hia accusers 
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to declvm alone, to thdr mortification, dis* 
comfiture and disgrace. Magnanimity like 
this, with a supernatural lirown, seizes upon 
the soais of men, and compels homage and 
admiration. Phocion, when one of Wk com- 
panions in death bewailed his misfortune, thus 
addressed him, "What! is it not a pleasure 
for thee to die with Phocion f" Here was a 
hrave flash of a dying light I How godlike 
must have been the nature of that virtue 
which, in thetferkesthour of adversity, coutd 
shed so divine 3n eSulgraice around the sonl 
of Phocion ! I shaH conclude these specimens 
of what may justly be called heroic egotism, 
with a sentence from Plutarch, whidi is an 
admirable atnpliiicatton of Sidney's remaric; 
'* Aa those who, m waMng, aSect a stiffness 
of body and a stretched-out neck, areaccount- 
ed efieminate and foppish, but are commend- 
♦d if, infightijig, they keep themselves erect 
and steady, so the man, grapling with ill- 
fortune, if he raise himself like a strong cham- 
"pion to rCBLst her, and, by a bravery of speech, 
transforms himself from abject and miserable 
to bold and noble, he is not to be censured 
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AS obstinate and audaciouSj but honoured M 
invincible and great," 

As nothing is more delicate than the ground 
upon which a man treads, when he cornea to 
allege his own meKt, (such egotism being ge- 
nerally considered an infringement of the 
rules of decorum and the laws of modesty,) 
it will be well, by pointing out the principles 
of what is pruBc-worthy, and what mar ap» 
pear so and is not, to shew mankind what ac^ 
tions will bear this self-acclaim. It is a wea- 
pon bdonging to the lover of true glory^ 
which the ambitious dare not use. There are 
po two things more mistaken than the lore of 
glory, and its vile counterfeit, ambition, — 
How do authors, statestnen. and conquerorsy 
boast of notoriety, and call it fame! To be 
universally known, universally talked of, and 
sometimes universally feared, arc tokens, in 
their opinion, of universal honour. But these 
persons form a wrong estimate of gcniusi 
virtue not being its essential property, it is 
only valuable as it super-adds that to the other 
ends of its existence. The direction which 
Voltajre gave to his talents, has spread thetc 



celebrity and his infiuDy tt^ther : Mactiia- 
rel's baseness and his .policy are inseparable 
in the memory : and the aposWcy, cnirity, and 
treachery of Napoleon Bonaparte, -will for 
ever disgrace the genius by which he subju- 
. gated France and awes the world. Dr. Joba- 
■on has said, that the chief glory of a country 
arises from Us authors. But then, that is only 
as they are oracles of wisdom : unless they 
teach virtue, they are more worthy of a halter 
than of the laurel. As for the civic wreath, 
we see statesmen, who, to maintain a pro- 
vince, will take patns to ruin the morals of a 
nation And though common sense ought 
not to require being told, that every trium- 
phant .warrior is not a hero; yet this gross 
mistake hath so often been made, that justice 
demands its confutation. 'Xlie natures of am- 
bition and glory are essenlially different Am- 
bition is like a whirlpool) which absoibs every 
Aing into itself. Glory is like the sun, which 
pours its life-giving rays over all the giobe,— 
Ambition has no end bofits own gratification : 
to attain which, it would sachfice friend*, T*^- 
tatiooS) uid countfy; all aOlnities, all rigbtsy 
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are trampled on in ascending its ladder oi 
hope. The tyrant cares not what mankind 
think of him, provided they dare not but 
Bpeak wcl! uf him, and must obey him: he 14 
king Midas, whose absolute sceptre turns his 
subjects into statues. On the reverse, the 
candidate for true glory seeks, above all things, 
to deserve glory. His wish is, to win the 
race; the ^luf^e of victory ie a secondary con- 
sideration. Devoted to the public goed, he 
^vould rather, by some imwiinesgedr unwbis- 
pered action, administer to its welfare; than 
bear himself the applauded idol of millions, 
whom the pageantry of martia) spoils, or the 
finesse of state intrigue, had deluded to such 
enthusiasm: Give me the beaxtl (be says); 
and the Ups may be mutel But should- for- 
tune desert him, and his countrymen view his 
actions through a perverse medium, he is no 
Coriolanus, to takoup arms f^^nst iheir in- 
gratitude 1 the tieachery^ of isen can never 
urge him to betray himself : and the ungrate- 
fiil obloquy or violence of those whom he 
hath defended, can never tempt him to abjure 
bis dut^ to the ta^s wliich guard their safety t 
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■tuny may rd>el, a few may be fitithfu), and 
*'foT ten righteous the city shall be saved." 
He call bear whh any thing but hie own Te- 
bukej and as he will rather die than incm- it> 
there is nothing on eafththatcan intimidate 
bis virtue. Whatever he thinks, whatever he 
does, is-directed to the protnotion of the gene- 
ral-weat. W«re he to write it would be to in- 
spire men with just and heroic sentiments. — 
Should he be stationed in the senate, he main- 
tains his post, as the sentinel of the people's 
liberties, and of the lawful prerogatives t)f ibe 
crown; neither can he transgressed with im- 

. punity to public happiness. When he draws 
the sword, it is not (br chapkts, trophies and 
stars, but to repel the enemies of his country ; 
to conquer for its peace, or to die in its de- 
fence : the God of Battles, ihc great Jehovah 
is the judge of his motives, the only spectator 
whose approbation he seeks ; and when the 
applause of the world succeeds, it seems as 
the radiance of the sun, which (produced by 
internal brightness) illuminates surrounding 
objects, while itself is unconscious of the 

. ^lory. His animating principle is the love of 
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virtue* and the labour of his Ufe the expansioa 
ofher reign: to love her and to love hii 
country (which she cotnnumdB him to love,) 
is one; for love is measured by obedience. — 
By her laws, he has marshallod all his talents i 
and his consequent conduct cannot be shaken, 
because be stands, not upon opinion, but [vin- 
dple. His v(Mce is the voice of virtue, and 
its echo is glory. Sublime, adorable ray from 
the Divine Nature! Thou animating emana- 
tion from the throne of God, that turns man 
into an angel t that immortalizes him on 
earth -, that catches him from the common 
pathsofmenj and wr^M him in such a man- . 
tie of light, that we foi^t he is a brother, and 
are almost inclined to worship hu uanscendent 
greatness. Ah I when mortri glory is thus 
beautifol, thus commanding, thus entrancing, 
«hat must that effulgence be, of which this is 
only a spark — a glittering dew-drop ina bound- 
less ocam I 
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MAGNANIMITY. 



Rembubeb^ that in all miseries, lamenting 
becomes foolg> mid action, wise folk. 
2. 

Confidence in one's self, is the chief nurse 
•f magnanimity. Which confidence^ not- 
withstandii^,. doth not leave the care of ne- 
cessaiy furnitures for it; and, therefore, of all. 
die-Grecians, Homer doth ever make Achil- 
les the best armed. 

Remark. 

Had Sir Philip Sidney remembered this just 
sentiment, on the fatal morning in which 
Ije received his death, he might, perhaps, have 
spared England the sudden loss of its chief 
glofy. When the stand was to be made be- 
fore Zulphen, he entered the field, as was his 
■ custom, completely armed ; but meeting the 
Btarrium of the camp in slighter armour, the 
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emulation of his heart to do all that man dan 
do, made him disdain the inequality of his ha- 
zard to that of his ofEcer, and he threw off his 
cuirass: by which act, aa his friend Lord 
Brook says, "it seemed by the secret influence 
cff destiny, that be disarmed the veiy part 
where God had resolved to strike him." A 
musket ball from the trenches broke the bone 
of his thigh ; and of that wound he died. To 
present our body lo the chunce of war, and to 
expose it to all its shi^, are as diSerent actions 
as brarery aad -rashness, Lifi^ is too precious 
to be thrown away : and he who values it not, 
(which may be inferred of the raaa who lays 
it open to unnecessary danger,} has no merit 
in hazarding what is4«garded by him as worth- 
less. But he who estimates life, with all its 
duties, and sources of bliss ; and who then 
makes himself a shield for his country, dc- 
. mands the admiration and the gratitude of 
mankind. He will not shrink from the fight; 
but prudence tells him, that it is not valour to 
unbrace his naked breast to the enemy. That 
Sir Philip Sidney fell into this error, is one in- ■ 
stance, out of many, that even our virtue* 
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wit) b^ray u* to excess, if they be not cen- 
troled by wigdom. Impulse is apt to lead 
astray. The virtues are principles, not pas- 
sions. When (instead of remaining, like the 
machine of Archimedes, on firm ground, 
wheDce they may gnide the world,) th^ tate 
wii^ ; and so obey, or stn^^e with contending 
element^ their feaiatleu property, whh Uieir 
ptiTT^, IB lost; and forfeiting even a claim to 
their name, they beocme the sport of fortune^ 

S. 

Ab the arrival of enemies makes a town to 
fortify itself, so that e7ci after it remaint 
stronger ; andbcnce a man mi^ say, that ene- 
mies were no small cause to the town's 
strei^tb; eo^ to a mind once fixed in a well- 
pleating determination, who hopes by annoy- 
ance to overthrow it, dothftttt teach it to knit 
together all ks beat grouodsj and so, per- 
chance, of a chanceable purpose, make an un- 
changeable resohitifHi. 
4. 

Let us prove that our minds are no slaves 
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to fonune; and in adversity^ triumph over 

adversity. 



Adversity is the field in which true greatnus 
displays itself to most advantage When mis- 
fortunes pour down upon a man, to sustain 
them, is like contending with and beating up 
agtunst the rolling tide of the ocean: the re- 
solute swimmer is sometimes overwhelmed ; 
but he rises again, and mounts on ^e wave 
that covered him, to strike wtth a yet firmer 
arm against the flood. Faint spirits sink un- 
der calamity, repine, and die; brave ones 
erect themselves, breast every adversity as it 
approaches, and though '* the iron enters 
their souls," throw their enemy to the ground- 
How admirable is the sight of invincible for- 
titude struggling with misfortune ! How low 
and contemptible seem all the appendages of 
factitious greatness, when opposed to the son 
of affliction standing unsheltered in the storm, 
his noble heart bare to the arrows of unnum- 
bered foes, and his eye fixed with steady and 
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Itatient observation on the heavens! "Beat 
onl ye cannot shake my soul!" No ; the 
soul, in ft brave bosom, grows under miseries, 
dilates, and becomes almost divine : by strong 
self-collection it obtains the mastery over itself; 
utd by such sway, the world and its assailants . 
lose half their mi^t. Nothing can have power 
over the man who is inflexible in the resolu- 
tion to bear ; — and " to bear is to conquer our 
fiite." Who can view so magnanimous a suf- 
ferer, without acknowledging his pre-emin- 
ence over all who enjoy their lives in uninter- 
rupted prosperity. What thanks need be giv- 
en to such men, that they are cheerful, grate- 
fulf and active in the proper uee of their 
roeans? Is not their way strewed with roses, 
and do not their exertions find luxurious rest 
on the lap of abundance? These men may 

- wear a wreath, but it is the fading one of an 
easy triumph; the crown that binds the brows 
of the victor in adversity, though it be twined 
with thorns, will yet bloom for ever. So far 
the honour due to magnanimity : but not only 
the glory which beams from an invincible for- 

^tude, but the benefits produced to the mind. 
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which arise irom such proof of its powers, 
Ought to animate us to contend whh adver- 
sity ; uid to greatly scorn those indolent and 
fruitless repinings, which blemish our cha- 
racters without mitigatii^ our calamities.— 
*' Prosperity (says Bacon,) does best discover 
vice; but adversity does best discover virtue." 
*' True virtue (adds the same divine author,) 
k like precious odours, — sweeter the more ia- 
cei^eduid crushed !" 



Fortify courage with the true rampart of pa- 
tience. 

Remark. 

Hov nobly did Madame Roland practice 
this iBwtim ! Thus sh« speaks of herself : 
" The resignation of a patient temper; the 
quiet of a good conscience ; the elevation of 
spirit, which sets misfortune at defiance ; the 
laborious habits, which make hours pass ra- 
pidly away; the delicate taste of a sound 
mind, finding in the consciousness of esisl> 



eacCf and of its own value, pleasures which 
the vulgatnever know : these were my riches." 



The great, in afAiction, bear a countenance - 
more pwncely than they were wont; for it is 
the temper of highest hearts, like the palm- 
tree, to strive most upward, when it is most 
burtbened. 

7. 

A noble heart, like the Eun, sbeweth its 
greatest countenance in its lowest estate. 

Semark. 

It is the custom to measure men's minds 
by their fortuQesj to affix the greMer honours 
oatbe higher prosperity: but the nobility of 
the soul knows no adventitious distinctions ; 
(though it renderath unio Ccesar the thtTigi 
that are Ctssar's,J it reigneth even in a pri- 
son, when the wearer of many a diadem wouU 
grovel in chains. ■ 
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I call the immoTtal Truth to witness, that 
no fear of tonnent can appal me, who knows 
that it is but a dtSerent manner of appareling 
dedth ; and have long learned to set bodily 
pun but in the second form of my being.-^ 
And a»for shame; bow can I be ashamed oF 
that, for which my well-meaning conscience 
will answer for me to God t 
a. 

The trtily great man is as apt to forgive as 
Itii power is able to revenge. 

Remark. 

It is difficult (o sacrifice pride, as a peace- 
oHering on the altar of forbearance ; but un- 
less virtue do tbb, she liails in the sublimest 
part of her duty ; she abrogates her own co- 
venant of forgiveness with heaven. 

10. 
It is a notable example of virtue, where the 
conqueror seeks for friendship of the con- 
quered, 
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Remark, 

Thales of Miletus, one of the seven sages 
of Greece, was asked, " What is there that 
can console us in misfortune?" He replied, 
" The sight of an enemy more wretched than 
ourselvet." How opposite a sentiment &om 
the above precept ! And these are the men 
who are set up by modem philosophers, as 
teachA^ of a moratily, as pure, beneficial, and 
lovely, 3s that of the merciful Jesus! 

11- 
The perfect hero passeth through the mul- 
titude, as a man that neither disd^ns a peo- 
ple, nor yet is any thing tickled with their 
flattery. 

Remark. 

The result of magnanimity, when made the 
object of public notice, is generally glory : 
but as its principle is, to pass through the 
multitude, as a man that neither disdame 
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them, nor w tickled by their fiatlery ; it 
would not be less magnanimous, were it to 
suffer, to bear, and to Eurmount, in the se- 
crecy of a dungeon. Real greatness wants 
not Uie sanction of man, to make it what it is : 
the Almighty sees His servant, and needs no 
witness to validate his worth. 



It ia greater greatoesij to give a kingdom 
than to get a kingdom. 

Remark, 

By this much in the scale of gre^ness, doth 
Washington outweigh most other popular dic- 
tltors. They, whom history records, gene- 
rally confirmed their power, by seizing the 
throne; while he, bent on the establishment 
of public ^edom, resigned his seat the mo- 
itient his guidance was no longer necessary. 
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CONTEMPT OF RICHES. 

No mau is moved with part that neglect 
the whole. 

Remari, 

The best comment oa this aphorism, is the - 
story of the Roman Fabricius. Whether does 
he, who shews himself beyond the influence of 
gold ; or he who thinks that " the highest 
virtue has its price;" manifest the magna- 
nimity of a prince ? Every honest mind caix 
reply to this question, and every generous one 
will subscribe to it, although they cannot but 
confess gpid to be a good in life. The means 
of acquiring is the point in debate : the sor- 
did shrink from no baseness by which they 
may grub up gold; the generous must win it 
like men of honour, or are resolved to stri^ 
to be contented without it. Those who plume 
themselves on wealth, and those who despise 
it, are equally faulty. Riches are^ in them- 
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HlreB good ; and the tide of Idndness neret 
wanned the heart of him who covets them 
□ot. Is there a man eo lost to every beAefi- 
eent feeling, so dead to the sympathies of na- 
ture, M to he insensible to the pure joy re- 
sulting from the blessed consciousness of being 
extensively beneficial to his fetlow-creatiires ? 
Let such a man, with an unqualifying con- 
tempt, contemn riches. How happy is that 
iortuae which every day uiabtes ub to do good 
to thousands! Are riches to be inveighed 
against, because there are men who abuse 
them? By this rule we should inveigh against 
genius, against learning, against religion.— 
Let men, then, leave off peevish, petulant ex- 
clamations against wealth, and consider riches 
inth^r true light} namely, a treasury of bles- 
sings, when possessed by the worthy; and as 
. abased good in the luvuls of the ostenutioua 
ud imfeeling. 



5d 



FREEDOM. 

Shall virtue become a slave to those that 
be slaves to vice, Bett« is it to consent to 
die: what death is so evil> as unworthy ser- 
vitude ? 

Remark, 

There is a private rassahge, as well ai a 
public slavery : and the spirit that was formed 
for bondage, will find a yoke far itself, under 
any circumstance, and in any country. Pride, 
indolence, and the love of pleasure, are the 
sources of this baseness. For the sake of gni- 
tifications fo^ which such men disdain to la- 
bour, and which they will not want, they sell 
their birth-right : sell it for a mere mess of 
pottage, when compared with the invaluable 
privileges of industry and i^ependence. Ma- 
ny boast of mental independence, who are for 
ever thrusting their persons into the levees of 
the great ; and tf they do not receive that no-v 



ticCj protection, and reward, which their situa- 
tion or taleuts seem to merit, they deem them- 
aelves insulted and robbed of a natural righL 
But how do these men mistake the relative 
dulie* of Bociety ! The mm who, with health 
t^ body and vigour of mind, mitrammetled 
with any afoie-gone ciicumstanceB, (and who> 
lives in a free country,) that complains of be- 
ing uvprotecied, places himself on the lowest 
step of the ladder of fortune. What protec- 
tion ought a manly character to seek, but that 
of his own ^iliticB aodlabour ? To be really 
independent, is to support ourselves t^ our 
own exertions; nevCT to solicit a fovour, that 
it is possible to do without ; and never co al- 
low another's acquisitions to trespass upon 
' our content. This is true independence ; the 
other that assumes its name, is pride, which 
demands every thing with the voice of a ty- 
rant; and who rails like a shrew, when its in- 
,fflxlinate and arrogant de^res are left unsatis- 
fied. Such men do not ask fbr a man's good 
offices, but for his purse, his bouse, his ho- 
mage. If the rich, who are stewards alike for 
infiering worth and fettered genius, if they 
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vae to uphold the extravagant idleness of 
every coxcomb, who presents himself with a 
pamphlet, or a string of had rhymes, in his 
hand> they might soon exhaust the treasury, 
which a beneficent Providence confided to 
their care. Laziness, conceit, and presump- 
tion, would banquet on the widow's and the 
orphan's portion ; and . those sons of real ge- 
nius, who do not desire to lean wholly upon 
any outward support, "but only to be assisted 
to mount, where they are emulous to climb; 
these, like the glorious Chatterton, are left to 
perish in solitary desolation; while the impu- 
dent and the cringing, are taken to the boards 
and bosoms of the great. These are the 
wretches who c^n bear to be the hangers-on 
of a rich man's table; who can smile at his 
dullness, and applaud his follies. Feeble ta- 
lents and strong propensities to luxury, make 
such men the suitors and the slaves of power. 
The possessor of great talents may require that 
patronage should open the path of his fame ; 
but, conscious of their dignity, it is his pride, 
his privilege, and bis reward, to gain the sum- 
mit a\aa£. 
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1m victbry, the hero seeks the glory, not the 
prey. 

2. 

The truly valiant dare every thing, but doing 
tny other body an injury. 

Remark. 

Hence, there is no man so brave as thetrue 
Christian: and we no where see men sograce- 
iiilly valiant, so courteously resolute, and alto- 
gether so enthusiastically heroic, as the an- 
cient knight who received the stroke of chi- 
valry at the foot of the cross. The injunc- 
tions which were given to him at the time of 
bis profession, and the oath that he took will 
best exemplify this remark. Favine, in hia 
Theatre of Honour, gives a very particular ac- 
count of the institution. When the person 
who invests the knight, receives him, amongst 
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Other ceremonies, he presents him with a 
sword, and says, " Take this sword into your 
hand. By the clear and bright blade, it ia- 
stntcteth you to shine in iaith ; the point de- 
noteth hope ; and the crossed hilt, charity. — 
You are to use and serve yourself therewith, 
first, for your own defence; next, for the 
Christian religion ; and lastly, for poor widows 
and orphans : for you need not fear to expose 
your life to perils and dangers, upon so good 
and solid subjects : because the famous order 
of knighthood received its prime institution 
to recompense virtue, to preserve public soci- 
ety in union and concord, to maintain the 
chuEch and justice, to defend the desolate from 
oppression, and for exercising the works of 
mercy to all people indifferently. When you 
return that sword clean into the scabbard, even 
so, have especial care not to soil and pollute it 
by drawing it forth unjustly, to offend or 
strike any one therewith. The first perfeo- 
tion which ought to be in a knight, is to be 
honest J for upon honesty dependeth four 
principal virtues -, namely, prudence, whereby 
yoa shall know all things, and preserrinf them 
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in memory which are past, you will the better 
provide for the present, and those tliat are to 
come. The second is justice, which is the 
princessof all the other virtues ; it is she who 
conserveth all things in the equal balance of 
reason and equity. The third is fortitude, 
which will make you wholly animated with . 
courage and valiancy against all your enemies,. 
And the fourth is temperance, which will mo- 
derate all your actions. You must be cloathed 
with all these four virtues, and have tliem with 
yoii always, if you desire to win the renown of 
a brave knight." The oaths are then severally 
put, at the girding of the sword, and at the 
giving of the spurs. The oaths are merely an 
echo of the injunctions. "I gird you with 
this sword, and place it on your side, in the 
name of God Almighty, of the blessed Virgin 
Mary, and of the ^orious Saint George, the 
patron of knights ; in honour of whom I give 
you the order of knighthood ; to the end, that 
as by patience and faith, he was victorious 
gainst his enemies ; even so, you may imitate 
him in all actions, that he may obtain for you 
the grace of well-doing. You sec these spuia 
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are gilded j whereby you are to understand, 
that as the horse is fearful of them, because he 
is pricked with them for his better direction 
on the way ; in like manner be you fearful of 
going forth of your rank, and breaking the 
rules ef your vow, by committiog any dishon- 
est action, or unfitting a knight; and they are 
also (thus gilded,) fastened to your feet, to the 
end that you should preserve honour before 
gold, or all the riches of the world. Rouse up 
your spirits, and dream no longer on earthly 
aOairsi but be watchful in the faith of Jesus: 
and dispose yourself so, as if you were even ab 
the last aSront, and the very latest injury you 
were to receive in marching under the cross of 
our Lord." The candidate accepts all these 
conditions, with'an oath to obey them ; and - 
so " he puts on him the whole panoply of 
Christ*" 



* Hovrevet we may admire gnme of the taatot in- 
ttUutions of chivalry, yet (if meo knew their best in- 
tereati,) wer need not greatly deplore their diiuae.— 
£vety man who acknowtedgea Christ, is bound bj; 
ofaliiptioD! e<juaUy itiong as the most solema oathai. 
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In a brave bosom, honour cannot be rocked 
asleep by afTection. 



and is excited lo coiuUtent action by a far nobler mo- 
tive, even to please Him, afler whose name he U calt- 
cd, and b; whose example he it enjoined to model 
himielf. He is taught to endure hardship! ai a good 
■oldier; to achieve honour, with honestyj to be tem- 
perate in all tilings; to wear within him a heart of 
meicj, kindness, humbleness, meekness, long-suffet- 
ing, forbearance of others; and above all, to put on 
cbatitf , which is the bond of perfection. He it not 
to Ije overcome of eril, but he is to orercome evil with 
good. He is to put off unreasonable anger and wrath, 
and all malice, and blasphemy, and evil coitamuoica- 
tions. In fine, he is calU-d to approve himself as the 
soldier of God, and to be armed with righteOusnest 
on the right hand and on the left. Tlius it he to fight 
HMgMdfigto, to encounter the world and thejitie/' 
iiiMunJoiom; anddurii^lhe whole of bis warfare, he 
it animated by the most gloriout of objects, the ex-> 
ample of the Son of God, the author and reward of 
hit faith ; and, encouraged by this gracious declarB- 
t'on, — "Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give 
thee a crown of life!" The oath of chivalry Was a kiai 
•f charge to this battle ; was a mmnder, a atimnbtec 
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4. 

The brave man teacheth his son, at one in- 
stant, to promise himself the best, and to de- 
spise the worst. 

Remark. 

When a soldier gives himself to his country, 
he does it without reservation. He holds no 
secret clause in his heart, of retracting, if he 
meet with neglect and ingratitude, instead of 
triumphs and trophies. If we trafficked our 
time and blood for titles or wealth, we should 
basely sell, what we now give. A soldier has 
nothing to do, either with pride or vanity : the 



to man, when through negligence be might have sunk 
into vice, and by the indolence of unaui^ted nature 
have fotgotten that he had power to nK a^n. No 
man ought to deapisc any aids as auperfluout, which 
may lead him from lin, or give him warning of itt ap- 
proach. The oath of chivali; had an eSect similar to 
the maTciage tow ; though neither incicaw* love to- 
wards duti^, yet the marks of the contract, like die 
birj'a enchanlcd ring, remind* ua to fulfil it. 
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highest title that can adorn a man, is that of a 
hero ; and (hat is hia own : and the only use 
of riches, is to be above want ; to befriend ths 
wretched ; and lo appear of consequence in the 
eyes we love. All these are powers which be- 
long to the soldier, with his name. The 
brave commands nothing, if he cannot con- 
qucr artiticial desires : his ann and his influ- 
ence protect the weak, and give comfort to 
the miserable : and, when a man is so ^parel- 
led in virtue, which is the only true greatness, 
he needs not plumes nor embroidery, to ap- 
pear chatming in the eyes of lovely woman. 

5. 
Courage ought to be guided by skill, and 
skill armed by courage. Neither should har- 
diness darken wit, nor wit cool hardiness. Be 
vAliant as men despiung deith, but confident 
as unwonted to be overcome. 
6. 
The first mark of valour is defence. 

7. 
Who^sever in great things will think to 
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^re?eatftl1 objections^ muat'bcsiill and do no- 
thing. 

Semari, 

Great iiicludcB the idea of danger; tad 
wherever there is danger, an over-cautioua or 
dastardly nature will start objections. Great 
actions are not to he consulted, but dime. The 
soul of enterprize is confidence; and an ex- 
traordinary confidence endues us wiUi a na- 
tural force, ensouls us with courage, and im- 
pels us forwards to the highest pitch of mortal 
duing. So wanderjiil a prepossession is the 
surest pdedge of heroic achievements. An 
omen so suspicious commands as to substitute 
acUon for counsel, and boldness for delibera- 
tion. The refined wisdom and unseasonable 
caution of Hannibal quenched his own glory, 
and laid Carthage in ashes. If, immediately 
after the battle of Cannse, he had marched to 
Rome, that panic-struck city would inevitably 
have been destroyed, and Carthage made mis< 
tress of the world. But here his genius de- 
serted him ; and he, who had hitherto shewn 
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himself endued with the spirit and experience 
of a complete captiun, who had surmounted 
real difficulties, and intrepidly confronted real 
dangers ; now that victory had smoothed his 
way, and fortune bade him advance, paused in 
his mid-career; fancied perils which no long- 
er existed, and armies which had no being but 
in his own imagination; doubted, when he 
should have been confident ; deliberated, where 
he should have been enterprising; and, finally, 
rejecting " theglorious golden opportunity," 
by a fatal, wretched afiectation of prudence, 
lamentably contrived his own future defeat 
and the fall of Carthage ! Thus, by a similar 
sort of wisdom, Pompey's ovuvight at Dyira- 
chium (where, had he but been bold, and de- 
spised " objections," the great Julius must 
have been irremediably undone,) drew after it, . 
the aggrandisement of Cesar, and his own de- 
struction. 



The greatest captiuns do never use long ora- 
tions, when it comes to the point of exccu- 
- tion. 
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9. 
A britre captain is as a root, out ot which 
(as into brancheSi) the courage of his soldiers 
doth spring. 

Semark. 

One of the ancients used to say, that an 
army of stags, led by a Hon, was morefor- 
ftiidable than an army of lions, led hy a slag. 
Without going so far, we may'safely affirm 
that, in the crisis of a. batlJe, confidence in a 
general goes a great way towards obtaining the 
victory. What were the Epirots without Pyr- 
rhus i And the Carthaginians without Xan- 
Uppus and Hannibal ? What were the The- 
bans without Epaminondas j «r the Macedo- 
nians without Philip and Alexander ? 



A just cause and a zealous defender* makes 
«n imperious resolution cut off the tedionsness 
of cautious discuseions. 
11. 

In combat, prepare your arms to fight, but 
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not your heart to malice ; since true Talour 
needt no other whctEtone than desire of ho- 



Courage, without discipline, ia nearer beast- 
liness than manhood. 

13. 
Victory, v/ith advantage, U rather robbed 
than purchased. 

14. 
Coura^ used to use victories as an inherit- 
ance, can brook no resistance. 
15. 
Over-much confidence, is an over-forward 
scholar of unconquered courage. 
16. 
War ought never to be accepted, until it is 
offered by the bond of necessity. 

n. 

A true knight is fuller of gay bravery in the 
midst than in the banning of danger. 
18. 

The soldier's thoughts can arm themselves 
better against any thing than ihame. 
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19. 
The brave shew rising of courage, in the 
falling of fortune. He hath set the keeping or 
leaving of the body as a thing without him- 
seff; and so hatb thereof, a free and untrou- 
bled conBtderabon. 

Remark. 

To see a brave spirit contending with great 
calamities, and breasting them with an uncon- 
quered resolution, is to see him in a car of tri-^ 
umph. It is to behold the man, divested of 
the garments which adorn, or the veil that 
conceals him ; it is to see him as he is : and 
to admire, venerate, and emulate a victory, 
which kings often essay in vain ; a victory 
which awes oppression, commands respect, 
and wins the very soul of sensibility, — ^who, 
like Desdemona, 

" ■ ' ■ .Sita such things to hear; 
_ " And lore* him. for the daogen he bat put." 
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With some natures such wooit^ " is wUch> 
craft!" 



I do not see, but that true fortitude, look- 
ing into a]1 human things with a persisting re* 
solution, carried away neither with wonder ot 
pleasing things, nor astonishment of unplea- 
sant, doth not yet deprive itself of discerning 
the difference of evil i but that rather is the 
only virtue, which in an assured tranquillity, 
shuns the greater, by the valiant entering into 
the less. Thus, for his country's safety, he 
will spend his life: for the saving of a limb, 
he will not niggardly spare bis goods : for the 
saving of all his body, he will not spare the 
cutting of a limb ; where, indeed, the weak- 
hearted man will rather die than see the face of 
a surgeon ; not having a heart actively to per- 
form a matter of pain, be is forced, passively, 
to abide a greater damage. For to do, requires 
a whole heart; to suffer falleth eastliest on 
broken minds. Since valour is a virtue, and 
human virtue is ever limited, we must not run 
»o infinitely, as to think the valiant man is 
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willingly to suffer any thing that he can ho- 
nourably avoid, since the very fiufTering of 
some things is a certiun pioof of want of cou- 
rage. 

21. 
An honest courage will rather etrive ^inst 
than yield to injijry. 



Forbearance, and dastardly endurance, are 
as difierem in .principle and final effects, as 
manly cour:^ and brutal ferocity. Forbear- 
ance disdiuns to play the whipper-in of inso- 
lence, chastising it at every feult : some of- 
fenders are too mean to move his indignation; 
and others are so great, that he hopes to teach 
them moderation, by bis own example. Aris- 
tides wrote his name on the shell, which his 
fellow-citizen asked him to mark lor his ba- 
tiishment; a poorer spirit would have refiised, 
and answered him with reproaches.^ Dastard- 
ly endurance fawns on the hand that strikes It ; 
and out of a base fear, without distinctly com- 
prehendbg its cause, lies down to be trodden 
E 2 
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on, u it may please the humour of its insult- 
er. Such wretches deserve bonds, stripes, and 
branding : they abjure the divine prerogative 
of man, who was made a Lord in the crration/ 
a free upright creature, formed in the image 
of God! They bury themselves in the dust; 
and whether men call them kings, princes, 
or private citizens, they merit no higher fate 
than that of the worm, whose brethren their 
grovelling spirits declare them to be. The 
annals of the nineteenth century will shew 
many examples of such baseness. 



Men, disused to arms by a long peace, in 
cases of sudden peril, are generally more de- 
termined to do, than skilful how to do. They 
have lusty bodies, and braver armours ; with 
such courage as rather grows of despising 
their enemies, whom they know not, than of 
any confidence for any thing which they 
themselves know. 

23. 

In times of public tumult, it is sometimes 
the best measure so to coniront the insur- 
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gents, as to go beyond their expectation j 
with danger to avoid danger. 

Remark. 

It waa by such presence of mind, such a risk 
of ail to gain all, that the young Richard the 
Second qodled the insurrection under Wat 
Tyler. When the eniaged multitude were 
preparing to avenge the death of that rebel^ he 
suddenly rode forward alone^ in the iace of 
tbdr arrows, ^id exclaimed, " What is tfais> 
siy l^egea^ Would you kill your king? Give 
yourtelveg no concen> about the loss of 0iat 
traitor; / am your captain ; follow me/" say- 
ing this, he gently turned hi» horse, and put- 
ting himself at their head, the rebels, amazed 
and confounded by such intrepidity, quietly 
obeyed, and followed him to Islington, wbuc 
they were peaceably dismissed^ 
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24. 

A GENERAt. 

But thait wherein the brave knight sharpen- 
ed hb wits tb the jnercingest point, wu touch- 
ing his men, (knowti^ them to be ibe weapon 
of weapons, and master-spring, as it were, 
which maketh all the rest to stir; and that, 
therefore, in the art of man stood the quintes- 
sence and ruling skill of goveroments, either 
peaceable or military;] he chose in number as 
many as would, without pestering, serve hu 
purpose : all of able bodies, and some few of 
able minds to direct ; not seeking many com- 
manders, but contenting himself that the mul- 
titude should have obeying wits ; every one '' 
knowing whom he should command, and 
whom he should obey ; the place where, and 
the matter whereinj distributing each office as 
near as could be, to the disposition of the per- 
son that should exercise it : knowing no love, 
danger, nor discipline, can suddenly alter a 
Jiabit in nature. Therefore would he notem- 
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ploy the still man to a shifting practice, oor 
the kind-hearted man to be a punisher, nor 
the liberal man to be a dispenser of victuals; 
but would exercise their virtues in sorts where 
they might be profitable ; employing his chief 
care to know them all particularly and tho- 
roughly; regarding also the constitution of 
their bodies ; some being able better to abide 
watching ; some, hunger ; some, labour ; 
making his benefit of each ability, and not 
forcing it beyond its power. Time, to every 
thing, by just proportion he allotted; and as 
weU in Uiat as in every thing else, no small 
error winked at, least greater should be an- 
imated. £ven of vices be made hia pro£t 
making tbe coward to have care of the watch 
which he knew his own fear would make him 
very wakefuUy perform. And even before the 
enemy's face came near to breed any terror,, 
did he exercise bis men daily in all their 
chaises ; as if danger had presuitly presented 
his most hideous presence : himself rather in- 
structing by example than precept; being nei- 
ther more sparing in travail, nor spending in 
diet, than the meanest soldier ; his hand and 



body disdaining no Ught matters, nor shrink- 
ing from the heavy. 

Remark. 

li Alexander received more bravery of mind 
hy the pattern of Achilles, than hy hearing 
the definition of courage^ the modern com- 
mander catmot dress himself by a finer mir- 
ror, than that which reflects the image of 
Charles the Twelfth of Sweden. Though the 
murder of Palkul blots the btightness of his 
moral character, yet, as a general who dared 
«11 dangers, who shared all hardships, who 
was the first in attack, and the last in retreat', 
none could exceed him. He was invincible 
in sufTering : fasting, watching, fatigue, and 
wounds could not subdue him. His soul 
commanded as a king, while his body served, 
endured, and conquered as a soldier. 
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Ambition thinks no face so beautiful as 
diat which looks from under a crown. 
3. 
An ambitious man will go far out of the di^ 
rect way, even into crooked patlis, to win to a 
point of height which he desires. 
3. 
Ambition thinks it well, by humbleness, to 
creep} where,' by pride^ hecannot march. 
4. 
Ambition, like lore, can abide no linger- 
ing ; and ever urgeth on his own successes, 
bating nothing but what may stop them. 
5. 
In times of anarchy, ambition makelh use 
of the people, as ministers to its private views, 
and doth but use them to put on their own 
yokes. 

6. 
' TSmautus is a maiiofat^eme ambitionj; 
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is one that has placed his uttermost good in 
.greatness ; thinking small difference by what 
means he comes *by it : of a commendable 
wit, if he made it not a servant to unbridled 
desires : cunning to creep into men's favours, 
which tie prizes only aa they are serviceable 
unto him. He has been brought up in tome 
soldiery, which he knows how to set out 
with more than deserved ostentation. Servile 
(though envious) to his betters; ^d no less 
tyrannically minded to them he has advantage 
of; counted revengeful ; but indeed measuring 
both revenge and reward, as the party may ei- 
ther help or hurt him. Itatber shameless than 
bold ; and yet more bold in practice than in 
personal adventures. In sum, a maa that 
could be as evil as be lists; and lists as much 
as any advancement may thereby begotten: 
and as for virtue, he counteth it but a school- ' 
name ; disbelieving the existence of that beau- 
ty, whose im^e he hath so defaced in his own 
soul. O ! snaky ambition, which can winde 
thyself to so many figures, to slide whither 
thou desirest to come ! O, corrupted reason of 
mankind, that can yield to deform thyself with 



to pemicioua desires 1 And O, hopdeM be 
those minds, whom so unnatural desires do 
Dotj vith tbetr owiiu^inc88»sufficient]y ter- 
rify I 

Remark, 

ThCTC is nothing ho base as ambition, ex- 
cept the creature who wiUtngly submits lo be 
its tool : and ercn there we may trace the 
workings of a spirit similar with that which 
actuates its employer. He that is ambitious 
of a crown, engages a traitor in his service^ 
who is ambitious of the fovour of the great; 
and thus the vile princi[^ of living to any 
thing but virtue, spreads from the prince to 
the peasant; increasing in desires, conspira» 
cies, and crimes, <ai infimtum ; * 

" ^■ — I i.liba ctrele m the water, 

" Which nerct ceateth to cnluge itidf, 

" Till, by bimd iptea£iig^ it dUpow to Donf^" 
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PRIDE AND VIOLENCE- 

I. 
Vaiodr is aba^d by too much loftiness^ 

Jitmark: 

Because-the man who is pcoud of what be 
has done, shews that he has done more than 
be expected to do ; and therefore he has ar- 
rived at the height of his genius, perhaps gone 
beyond it ; for it often happens that fortune 
overshoots die aim of the archer; and he plumes 
himself on a success, which being without 
the compass of bis wit, he T»iily supposes can 
never be exceeded. On the reverse, men of the 
highest talent (when they speak frankly on the 
subject,) have ever declared, that in projection 
they imagine more than they caa. perform ; 
'tile execution &lls short of the design ; and 
they almost always are dissatisfied with what, 
is the burthen of praise to all around them.— 
The reasoiL of thb is evident: the design iS' 



impriitted on the soul by the hand of Gotl} 
and the execution, which brings it before the 
world, ia the fant copy of man. Wherever 
there ia most genius, most virtue, most desert, 
there is always most modesty. The perfect mo- 
del which) is in the hero's mind> throws his own 
Attempts to equal it at such a distance, that he 
is surprised at nothing in his own actions, 
but their insufficiency to reach his standard, 
and the wondering admiration which they ex- 
cite in.other men. 



Like the air-invested heron, great persons 
should conduct themselves; and the higher, 
.t&ey be, the less they should-shew.. 
3. 

The proud deem it not so great spite to be 
iunnounted by slnuigers, as by their own. 
allies^ 



This observation is ratified by divine au- 
Ifaority. '* But Jesus siud unto them, A pro- 



phet 13 not without honour, but in his own 
country, and among his own kin, and in his 
own honse." 



The fall is greater frcnn the first rank to the 
Kcond, ^than from the second to the under- 
most. 



Because there is no ccfflaparison between ab- 
solute command and any degree of obedience. 



Over-many good fortunes are apt to breed a 
proud recklessness in the possessor. 

Remark. 

Hence, he who has conquered by fortune 
rather than by prudence, has often presump- 
tion to blame for a subsequent defeat. 
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6. 
How soon courage falU into the ditchf 
which hatli not the eye of wiEdom. 
1. 
How tnsny bead-acbs a passionate life 
bringeth to .' He whom passitm rules^ is bent 
to meet hts death. 

8. 
Contentions for trifles can get but a trifling 
victory. 

Beaari. 

The trophy must be as contemptible as the 
cause of combat, and yet It may be bathed in 
blood; for a contentious spirit "bath disqui- 
eted many^ and driven them from nation to 
nation } strong cities hath it pulled down; and 
overthrown the houses of great men. The 
stroke of the whip maketh marks in the ilesb^ 
but the stroke of the tongue breaketh the 
bones; whosoever hearkeneth unto it shall 
never find rest, and never dwell quietly." So 
saith the son of Sirach. 
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Kindness is an unused guest to an atroganf 
mind. 

10. 

The will of the violent man is bii god'y uid- 
liis hand is his law; 

Semark. 

Many may obey such a man, but none can 
love him : he is like Cain, who, by strength 
of passion, drives himself Irom the society of 
man; a creature whom beasts behold and 
tremble, and whom all men seek to avoid. 

11. 
Great persons are wont to make the wrong 
they have done, to be a cause to do more 
wrong-. 

Semark. 

The-.generality of men pass from anger tb 
injury ; but certainly there are a few who first 
injure and then become angry. This is an. 
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odious impudence. Not having the ingenu- 
ousness to acknowledge their error, they de> 
tennine to obliterate one injury by a greater; 
and thus confound and overwhelm what they 
have not the justice nor the courage to repair. 
He who has the self-denial to confess a foull, 
and the firmness to redress it^ is more a moral 
hero than the self-devoted Regulus : universal 
fame is the sure attendant on the one, and al- 
most general blame is the probable conse- 
quence of the other. There are few who know 
bow to estimate the noble candour that prefers 
.trutli beioFe public opinion. 



Cruelty in war buyeth conquest at the dear- 
est price. 

lUmark. 

For every drop of blood, whether of his envn 
men or of his enemy, that a general sheds 
needlessly, he is answerable to his conscience 
And to man. Uncivilized and barbarous peo- 
ple deem all acquirement of territory, or axtrf 
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Other advantage, to be without honour, that ia 
without a previous destruction of the rival 
party: but the true hero thinks that no laurels 
are so esdmable as thoie which are grafted oa 
the olive. 



DUELLING. 

SiHCZ bodily itrength it but a aervant to th* 
mind, it vrare very barbtroui and prepoaterout 
that force should be made judge over reason. 

Semark. 

Duellbg IB a custom derived from the an- 
cient tried of combat} which rested on the 
same superstition that established and upheld 
the trial hy ordeal. As neither of these in- 
stitutions afforded any certain test of the in- 
nocence or guilt of the accused, the first is to 
1^ condemnedj and the last abhorred by all 
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good men. Biit the trial by combat, tinjtut 
and absiJrd as it undoubtedly was, must be 
confessed to have been the perfection of equity 
^ind reason, when compared with the present 
system of duelling. The former was at least 
a test of personal valour, and was therefore 
conclusive in all c^es of alleged cowardice. — 
But the latter is no proof even of courage. — 
There is great uncertainty in the pistol : many 
men, whom the dread of infamy and its incon- 
veniencea has enabled to stand the shots of 
their adversaries, without once attempting to 
retreat, would have shrunk from the stroke of 
a broad-sword, or the thrust of a single ra- 
{ner. The dunghill-cock fights stoutly till he 
feels the spur. I maintain that the degree of 
hardihood displayed in duels of the present 
day, merits not the name of courage; that it 
is not the invincible courage of the ancient 
knight, which no despair of victory could de- 
press, fatigue weaken, nor agony extinguish; 
that it is not the dauntless courage of the sol- 
dier, which animates iu owner, fearlessly to 
rush amidst the bayonets and sabres of th^ 
aiemyj nor yet the divine courage of the 
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martyr, which baffled every art of torture that 
malice could invent^ or barbarity inflict, and 
enabled the heroic sufTerer to smile at the ter- 
rific apparelling of death: — ^No, it is none of 
these ! Our duellists have no fatigue to ud<- 
de^j DO pain to triumph ovor, to ensure 
general commendation; they have only to 
evince a total absence of all feeling and reflee- 
tion. But were I to admit the present un> 
knightly mode of duelling to be conclusive in 
cases of impeached valour, still should I 6nd 
it impossible to refrain from ridiculing the 
principle, by which a proof of courage is im- 
proved into a demonstration of honour and 
honesty. A man is taxed «ith impro^ty; 
and in vindication of his character he appeals 
to the pistol ; he is accused of bdng a knav^ 
and he repels the chai^ by shewing that he 
is not a coward. By this- it should seem that 
,courdge and want of integrity are incon]pa>- 
tible: but does experience watrant such an 
opinion? Are all highwaymen and house- 
breakers cowards? Or are the fearless pirates 
of Barbary honest meni Certainly not! If 
then, probity be not necessarily connected 
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with bravery ; if observation assures us that 
nothing is more commgn than the union of 
intrepidity with depravity ; how comes it that 
Eociely tloes not indignantly rgect the impos- 
tor who, branded with a violation of principle, 
seeks to colour his reputation, and silence his 
accuser, by a challenge to arms? Where cou- 
rage is not in question, these equally impu- 
dent and fraudulent appeals should be regarded 
as signals of guilt, and cried down like bad 
money. - A man should not be sufiered to re- 
sent an imputation which he has not blushed 
to deserve. 
' Interested as society undoubtedly is in put- 
ting a period to the pernicious practice of du- 
eling, it seems surprising that no measures 
should have yet been resorted to for its sup- 
pression,^ nor can this patient toleration of a 
most alarming evil be attributed to aught, but 
the prevalency of knavery in those circles, by 
the example and authority of which, this 
monstrous imposition caii alone receive its 
death-blow. Knaves are peculiarly concerned 
in defending the cause of duelling: they find 
in it a powerful ally, an admirable weapon of 
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iutlmidcUoQ : it constitutes the shield which 
guards them from impeachment, protects their 
contraband commerce, ^id ensures theni irom 
bong called, what every one knows them to 
he. I have known a man boast of the wounds 
he had received in different duels, who after- 
wards, in a case of alleged treason, (though 
his principles ronained the same,) betrayed 
many of his kindred and friends, to obtain his 
own pardon. When inevitable deadi did 
stare him in the face, the duellist and the re- 
bel sacrificed his honour, his cause, and ths 
Uood ofhundreds, to savehis life! 

It has been said that the abolition of duel- 
ling would multiply affronts, and leave the 
weak at the mercy of the strOi:^; but is it not 
on the contrary manifest, that if the danger 
which attends an insult Were removed, a man 
of spirit would blush to offer one? Were 
every shadow of peril at an end, ail bravery of 
words, all personal violence, would cease ; for 
courage lodged in a breast, however turbu- 
lent and revengeful, would disdain- a danger- 
less assault; and the'cunning braggadocio, 
who affects the reputation of valour, would 
have wit enough to perceive that big looks 
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ind weighty threats would pass no lobger for 
bravery. But, convinced as I am of the sa- 
lutary efiecU which would attend the diicon- 
ttnuance of the detestable practice of duelling, 
and assured of the facility with which it might 
be exploded, I am sensible tha in the present 
state of manners no hope of its abolition can 
be reasonably entertained. Still, however, 
must every man's conscience tell him, that 
sanguinary meetings can at best prove no more 
than personsd courage, or the reverse; that 
the result of a duel, be it what it may, cannot 
alter facts, or refuteatpunents ; and that if a 
man embark in a duel, with any other view 
than that of vindicating his character, he is 
unworthy to be called a ChrisUan> *' An 
honest man," says the immortal Junius, " ap- 
peals to the understanding, or modestly con- 
fides in the internal evidence of his consci- 
ence: the impostor employs force instead of 
argument, imposes silence where he cannot 
convince, and propagates his character by the 
sword*." 



• The MeMiah of the gospel manifests the one ; the 
Piophet of the Goran the other. lo the firit case. 
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Almost ev'eiy man acknowledges the ab- 
surdity of requiring, as a means of satisfaction 
for an injury received, that the aggressor shall 
have an opportunity of taking his life also.— 
While reason condemns the practice of du- 
els, fear of the infamy with which the world 
stigmatises the character of cowardice, con- 
strains men to risk their safety -in some une- 
qual combat with a ruffian, (bearing the name 
of gentleman,) who dares to defend the in- 
sults, which pr^udice makes it shame to con- 
temn : or to challenge tbeir best friend for 
some hasty word spoken in ebriety, which the 
same vindictive tribunal will not allow to be 
pardoned. 'Xlius, to be wputed brave, brave 
men bectHne actual cowards ; for were they to 
speak sincerdy, they would say, that it was 
dre^ of theworld's contempt, which led them 



Truth convinces, persnadet, and eonfirms ; In the 
laat, FalMhood deludea, or threatCD) and compels.— 
Truth calmly GiHvads it* beams like the sun ; Impos- 
ture launches itt bolu like the lightning, aud dotroyt 
what it would Mem to iUsmine. 
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toengjlgeinascaieofwelest blood; hazard- 
ing their lik to avoid the whisper of a' tea-table, 
or the laugh pf a drunken revel. Are the fre- 
quenters of such scenes fit judgea of conduct } 

It is certain, that none but the thoroughly 
nliant can refuse a chalt6nge, or with-hold 
the sending of one^ under particular circum- 
stances. A coward may sneidt from a due); 
but the brave confronts his adversary, and yet 
keeps his sword in its scabbard. He that has 
virtue may dare any thing i there is a divinity 
that doth hedge it tn, which no baseness can 
undermine, nor violence uproot. An instance 
(^ this manly forbearance may be given, which 
happened on the Continent in the campaign 
of 1194, at a convivial assembly of officers bc- 
on^ng to the combined army. Amongst the 
rest were two intimate friendst (both officers 
in our Foot-Guards,) who, in the course of 
conversation, fell into an argument. It was 
debated very calmly by one, buttheolher(who 
was inflamed by wine,) ui^d it with great heat; 
and at last, in a burst of contradiction, struck 
his opponent. ' On receiving the blow, the 
young ofliccr insta tly arose; and with a 

VOL, I. F 
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dauntless composure adidreasiog his. impetuous - 
friend: " lam well aware," said he, "that 
had you been yourself, you would have perish* 
ed soonqr thaa have been guitty of this out- 
rage : and I am suisible tbat to a heart liko 
your's, the fcehngs of to-morrow will be the 
heaviest of all earthly punishments;— I tliere- 
fore forgive you. But," ccmtinued he, turn- 
ing with manly firmness to the company, 
*' I should like to see the man, who shall here- 
after a6Srm or insinuate that I have borne a 
blow— I should like to see him !" The man- 
ner of this young hero awed his companions. 
And the admiration which such conduct com-* 
manded, followed him into thefield, where he 
fought and died for his .country. 



A "MAN OF FALSE HOKOUR. 

He was of parts worthy of praise, if they 
had not been guided by ptide, and followed by. 
iiijustice. For, by a straitge composition c^ 
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mind, there was no man more tenderly sen 
able iir axj thing offered to hisMcjf, whieh by 
the farthest-set Construction, might be wrested 
to the name of wrong } no man tbat^ in his 
own actions, could worse distingaish between 
valour and violence. So proud, as he could 
not abstain from a Thrfto-like boasting; and 
yet (so onlucky a lodging hod- valoitr gotten,) 
he woold never boast more than he could ac- 
complish] falsely accounting a.n indexible 
anger a courageous cMirtancy ; and esteeming 
fear and astonisbmeUt rigbter causes of admi- 
ration tbaiH love and honour. 



COWARDICE. 



Who, for each lickle- fear shrinks from ViT' 
bie, shalt embrace bo Worthy thing.. 
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Fear, ataadiog at the gate of the ear, puts . 
back all persuasions. 

3. 
Who will adhere to him that abandons him-' 
self! ' , ' 

». ♦. . 

Fearfulness, coatrary to all other vices, 
maketh a man think the better of another, the 
worse of himself. 

5. 

■ Fear is the onderminer of all determinations } 

and necessity, the Tictorious rebel of all laws. 

6. 

The present fear is ever, to a coward, the 

most terrible, 

7. 
There is nothing more desirous of novelties, 
than a man that fears his present fortune. 
8. 
Cruel is the haste of a prevailing coward. 
, ■ 9. . 

Hate, in a coward's heart, can set itself no> 
other limits than death. 
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Amongst those who wwit heart to prevent 
«baine, there are some who want not wit to 
fret shame; but not so much repining at it, 
for the abhorring of shame, as for the discom- 
modities ' which to them that »n shamed, 
' ensue, 

n. 

As well the soldier dieth who standeth st^ 
as he that ^ves the bravest onset. 
18. 

Fear ia ki more putifiil to cowardice, than 
death to true courage. 

Remark. 

If Cowardice were not so completely a cow- 
ard, «B to be unable to look steadily iipon the 
^^ts of courage, he would find that there !■ 
no refuge lo sure as dauntless vdour. While 
the poltroon, by starts and flight, invites in- 
tuit, outrage, and pursuit, the brave man, by 
being the adversaty, checks his force ; and ei- 
ther rids himself of the enemy, or dies with 
^ -manly consciousness of having defended 
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his life to the last: tbe coward loses hit like a 
fool, with his motiooIesauBM spread to the air^ 
)uid bis cries deprecatti^ the death vfaac^ ooape 
^ worthless «p existesoe. FcebleiMW«f B^kit 
io thoroughly paralisH ensmi, tind it Fendtft 
him incspable of the commonnt 4ilti« el (av 
vil society. It induces him, oot only toicniig* 
mider injuries oBcred to himsdf, bat to hear 
his JMtt irittid calumaiated. without uttofing 
a word of yiiujic^n. It <dnwi ium ifW 
the strongest party, Ui every commotion of 
opinions or circumstances ; and whefher his 
conscience tell him that the p^ is right Oi 
wrong, his apprehensions hold him in it: for 
the coward is totally at the mercy of the pre- 
vailing power j and, like a weather-cock, is 
Ijlown about at the cffince «f eveiy wipdt — 
Notwithstanding this despicaUe picture, ihfn 
^ persons who speak t^derly of thf^e foifs 
^ tht litfle swft an4 W* " ^btt though they 
9IC not as brave as their iteighbours, tbey «r« 
sometimes as good soit of picoplf as thOfS wbst 
vill mp theif beads ipto ^ eapftoq'p mpuUi t" 
It cwaoi b« dej^ied tbtA tbey are inoSfpsive 
qioHgh, wbiie gli^iqg dow^ t^e mj^fgubl^ 



cunmtoflife; but should thdr personal safe- 
ty, or even thdr personal comfort, and too 
ofi^n their mere perEOnal indulgences, be put 
in competidon with the honour of their coun- 
try, or the reputation of their friend, they 
wovdd leare bptfa to their fates, and sit ta si- 
lent aelfish security, while either was perish- 
ing. There can be no virtue ia the coward ; 
bis soul is little better than a surface of sand, 
on which no principles caa find a steady foun* 
■clatioa. He is for ever in a paiuc ; and lite & 
sun ia tbe dark surrounded by banditti, is 
ready to stab friend as well as foe ; his dagger 
is concealed in the night, and bis fears whisper 
to him, that his owb a&fety is of more mo- 
ment than a thounud dear cotmectioni. As 
-Hamlet uyt, the dnit is very jxaent with 
tuck spirits : when they are- in power, jea- 
lousy makes them tyrants ; and when they are 
«ppt«aBed, ^that thdr patience will not bear 
they remove by treachery. If their poig- 
aard cannot reach the life, it wounds the clu- 
-ncter; and he who has not spbit to defend « 
&iend, does not want cunning to defame a foe 
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■ Afpkoted Tftlour is nude {vccknu by as 
binl courtesy. 

Remark. 

Virtue^ without the graces, is like a rich 
'diamond unpolished; it hardly looks better 
than a common pebble; but when the hand of 
the master rubs off the roughness, and fonns 
the sides into a thousand brilliant surfaces, it 
is then that we acknowledge its worth, admire 
its beauty, and long to wear Jt in ma bosoms. 

3. 

"Hie pleasantest hospitality waiteth not for 
-curious costliness, when it can pvc cleanly 
idGciency. More cometh of pride and greatr 
er friendliness to your own ostentation, than 
to the comfort of the guest. 
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Jt is more cumber than courtesy^ to strirt* 
with a man who is leave-taking. 

4.- 

- A mild countenance doth encour^e th6 

looker-on to hope for a. gentle answer. 

5. 

It is no good manners to b« squeamish «f 

our cimoing. 

Remark, 

Whatever be our learn ing, we ought to com- 
mmicate it freely. Imparnng knowledge, is 
only lighting other men's'candle at our lamp, 
without depriving ou'rfielv^ of any flame. — 
Some peo[de are backward in dispensing the 
fruits of their minds, from a churlish diepo.' 
sition, that hates conmiunion of any thing.; 
and others refuse the ^hibition of their ac- ' 
complishments, from a poor affectation and 
love of entreaty ; but they are not aware that 
a liberal manner adorns a favour with charms, 
for the want of which no excellence "in itself 
can compensate. When reluctance to oblige 
J 5 



ariwfl Irom difSdence of power, the blush 
tliatacoompaniei cienul, pleads w sweetly for 
pardon, that we hardly regret the privation of 
amuseoient, in the admiration of a modcaty 
which pves Shakespcaie'f proof of eaxelleTuef 
The putting a strattgeftue m itt awn perfee* 
lion ! 



It is better with willingness to purchase 
thanks, than with a discontented doing, to 
hare the pain and not the reward. 
7. 
A churlish courtesy rarely comes but tithep 
for gun or &liehood. 

8. 
There is great diflEereoce between nidenAa ~ 
and plainness. 



. Semm'k. 



Hanh tempers are fotkd of cloaking ill-nai 
tured censures, under the names of plainness 
and sincerity. They put themselves in the 
place of a man's conscience, and, without 
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moKy, acctue him to hi* &ce, of every error 
which bits within their cc^oizance ; hot, 
Aould they see a virtue, there they drop the 
cJuu-acts; and for fear of creating vanity, 
(considerate creatures!] pass over the discos 
very in silence. Such trouhlers of mankind 
ought to be hunted out of society, as a brood, 
of porcupines, who have a quill for eveiy oh-; 
ject, and who are never so- happy 9a when they . 
&Ki that it (kaws blood. '~' 



Be courteous of gesture, and affable to all 
men, witfi diversity of reverence,, accordingto 
the dignity of the person. "Dicre. ii -nothing 
that winneth so much, with-BO'lit^:cpst. — .. 
He who endeavours to please, muji appear 
pleaped : and he who would not provoke nide- 
nesEj must not practice it. 

JiemarJk. 

As the obeisanee of ceremony gradually de- 
creases by the ^proximation of degrees in 
"rank, what is tjdten from homage may bc> 
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eompenaated-for by suavity, the graceful po-: 
titeness of the soul; and wb^ love, that 
•weet leveller, equalises man with man in the 
bonds of friendship, each look, from either 
party, is honour, ■each smile, distinction. — 
To persons in subordinate stations. Conde- 
scension must bow, and not stoop : the dig- 
nity of human nature results the pride that 
afiects humility, and the hypocrisy that would 
impose on its understandmg. 'twere is no- 
thing so clear-sighted and sensible, as a volile 
mind in a low estate. 



REVELLING. 

Gits yourself to be merry, but not boister- 
ous. Let your mirth be ever void of scurri- 
lity and biting words, which many deem wit; 
for a wDand,^given by a word, is often harder 
to be cured than that which is given by the 
sword. Use moderate dirt; so that after 
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^itr meat you may find your mteBecU fmtt-* 
«r, and not duller ; and your body more lively,' 
and not more heavy. Seldom indolge in 
wine J and yet sometimes do, (but alwayi' 
temperately,) lest, being forced to drink on 
some sudden occasion, you should become in- 
flamed : all that -cornea of more than this, is, 
bad. 

Druhkenness is one of the most degrading^ . 
and, at the same time, is the most mischie- 
vous, of the sensual vices. In point of de- 
formity, it is en a par with gluttony, which 
seeks enjoymuit in gorgbg a vile appetite, 
and doing its utmost to extinguish that ethe- 
real part, which alone gives man pre-emi- 
nence over brutes. 

Drunkenness can have no positive pleasure; 
at best, its feelings are all dormant; if active, 
they must produce pain. Hovtr can any one- 
of the senses find gratification, when the eye- 
sight is rendered indistinct, the hearing con- 
fused, the very nwtion feeble and undetennin-f 
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•dj and every power of man paraliied and loiL 
ui weakoeMaad stupidity? The bliss of the 
dninksrd is a visible picture of the expectation 
of the dying atheist, who hopes no more than 
to lie down in the grave with the *' beasts that 
fieriah." It is not requisite to describe the 
actt^I puns of the p«or besotted wretch, whea 
his swoln carcase awakes to sensibility. When 
the cup of any "sensual pleasure is drained to 
the bottom, there is always poison in the, 
dregs. Anacreon himself declares, that " the 
fimtrt swim at the top of the bowl !" 



COMPASSION. 



Men are loving creatures, when injuries put 
them not from their natural course. 



. Nature gives not to us her degenerate child- 
' (CD, any more general precept thaoj — Hut 
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tea h^pthe other; that one toA t tnie cem^ 
poasioa of the otter's needs, or Biiifaapi. 

Semark. 

Tlw tdfiah and lordiH piinuits of nioit mo* 
ixm young people, teed to . alienate their 
minds, not only from g^ieral compaasion, but 
£rom imparting any hapfnnesa to the domes* 
tic cirde. That tender pity, which regarded 
our suffering iellow-creatures as brethren, ttnd 
that more particular fraternal love, which de- 
lightfully bound femilics together, have gone 
9ut c^ fashion, wid) aiany other of our best 
affections. A foodnei? for such low gratiiica. 
lions as the Uvem, the sUble, the kennel, and 
profligate society, smothers those finer fceKngs 
of the heart, which derive their pleasures from 
. the enjuyimat ef cultivated minds and tender 
confidence. Young men, now-a-days, seen* 
ashamed of nothing so much as of a character 
for sensibility, I do not mean that morbid 
irritability of nerve, which trembles like a leaf, 
at every sigh that agitates the air: a yonth 
ought to hold 9iKb w«sk»ess in as much dis-^ 



iain, as a soldier would the comrade he shonM- 
see numing from his post. True {eeling 
melts with compassion at the sight of miseryi 
gives relief instead of tears ; and instead of 
flying from objects which excite pitj-, pursues 
•veiy track that may lead to the wretchedness 
it can alleviate. ' The proper manly f^aracter 
is that, which engrafts the domestic and social 
actions on the general humanity of nature. 
Man is never more noble than when honour- 
ing hb parents, protecting his sisters, che- 
rishing his offspring, and administering to the 
necessities of hia fellow-creatures. There arc 
talents of the heart, as well as of the mind ; 
and woe to him who allows than to rust ia 
inactivity 1 



Doing good is not inclosed witlun any teno* 
ttf people. 



National antipathy is the basest, because the 
Boost illiberal and illitenite of all prejudices. - 



Coinpaasion cannot stay in the virtuou, 
without leeking remedy. 
5. 
Favour and pity dntwedi all thingt to the 
>i{^ett point. 

6. 
It ia altvdy spark of nobleness, to deseend 
in most &Tour, to <»ie when he is lowest in 
affliction, 

Jtemark. 

Such pity the loftiest natures may accept, 
without any derogatioa of their dignity. It 
.aprings from that benefieence of heart, thit^ 
<ommueration for the lot of humanity, and 
that r^iard for the particular ^eTu^ of the 
individual, which form themselves at once in- 
to a tender and respectiul interest for the ob<- 
ject in distresa; this pity endens the giver^ 
.while it seems to ennoble the recuver. In 
ifnita^n of the divine Jesus, it loves to sit 
^n the ^ound and bathe the feet of its com- 
paoioosj who hare -auokdownj ovorcomeby 
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toil, weariness, and soirow. How different is 
this desenptioop^ — the rettdyhaiul, tearful eye^ 
and soothing voiee, from the ostentatious ap- 
pearance which is called pity I A suppliant 
Approachet, and is recciTcd with »faau^ty 
demeanour, a chilling promise . of aisistanei^ 
and a ceremonious bow at parting. {0^ the 
proud man'i contumely Ij An acquaintance 
.iequu«s sympathy, (the natnc tXJrimdsh^ 
must not be prostituted between such cfaantc- 
ten ;) and the fashionable comforter ** pities 
hvaiy bom hb soul — poor fellow, it is a sad 
thing; but the sight of misfortune makes one 
jBisefable. And whai be finds his nctvea 
ctro|iger, be mil look in iq>oo him agaiii."-<*> 
Cold, beaitlets wretches 1 Int^i^lc of coin>- 
fwssiooatitigtheafflictiwsof otben; hawd»' 
folate it your sittiatioiit when the hand of «d> 
j^naity marks y<Hi, in your tom, for calamity 1 
ilow like the stricken deer, whom the rest of 
the herd fliet, for iear that disaster should be 
iofectiousi Then, do you find tbesoGtudeof 
ft kindless spirit: of a soul which cannot r»- 
^elkct the sledding of one hooeat tear of pit^ 
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io app!y M a bohn to your cwn now bleedii^ 
■nd n^Iected woundf ! 



VANITY AND FLATTERY. 



' Alav! We are aS Id ancli a mould east, 
(bat with tbe too much bve wc bear aunelna, 
beiag Grit oar own flatterers, we arc eaulj 
booiced with othert' flatteiy; we are etulj 
pcnuaded of -o|hen' love. 

2. 
Enry pnaent eceaeion wiU catch the aen§et 
aflhevaiuvuii; and with that bridle and aad- 
dir jriHi nay lide him. 

3. 
The most Beirile flattery is lodged most ea* 
lily to the pofiest cqucity. 
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Semark. 



How gn$t then must be the capa^tei t£ 
iDoit men I for bow few, how very few, ore 
diaguBted with its heaviest dose! High, low; 
rich>poori the grave, the gay; the a£bble» 
the morosejall cooiess its abBolute, but plcas- 
ii^, domiaion. One or two very delicate 
tastes may think that Kke poison, it requires 
of all things the finest infiisiMi, b«ng of all 
things the most nauseous to swallow ; but tUc 
inob> " the great vulgar and the smalt," who 
relish even that nasty weed, tobacco, for the 
sake of its intoxicating <]uality, greedily diinfc 
up flattery, &om the same desire of forgetting 
their real selves. The flatterer easily insinu- 
ates himself into the closet, while fa«nett merit 
stands shivering in the hall or anti-cbamber. 



He that receives flattery, becomes a slqi^ 
to that, which he who sued to be his servant, 
offered to give him. 
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It IB the coticnt of youDg men to thinfc 
then they speak wiseltest, when they catuiot 
understand themselves. 



Semark. 

It were an Invidious task, to collect exam' 
pies of this remark, from the numerous meta- 
[rfiysical, sentimental, and marvellous novels, 
travels, and poems, with which the younger' 
sons of Parnassus have lately obliged the 
world. 

6. 
Blasphemous words betrayeth the vain- 
foolisbness of the q>eaker. 
1. 
Weak is the effect of fair discourses, not 
waited on'by agreeable actions. 
8. 
Self-love is better than any gilding, to make 
that seem gorgeous, wherein ourselves be 
parlies. 
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Jtemart. 

To avoi*] this betrayer of otnr vapetitiM^ 
and of ourselves^ we must study to improve 
the lesson which Pytiiagoras took and taught^ 
from the temple of ApoUo ax Delphos ; that 
naxim which the wise Poatanus causal to be 
engraven on bis tomb,— 'Kkow thysklp^-* 
The same injunction is enforced in different 
vords by the sacred Da^id : " Commane with 
thine own heart." He, who takes hie charac- 
ter from what dependants say of him^ (for 
all who use flattery depend on its success for 
some advantage ;) is its ignorant of his real 
self, as of the Emperor of China, whom he 
never saw ; and by acting upon so false an es- 
timate, is continually led into measures, which 
expose him to ridicule and contempt. There 
is asmuch ditference between praise and flat- 
tery, as betwixt truth and error: the one is the 
sincere approval of virtue, and is only accep- 
t^le as it ratifies the previous approbation of 
our own hearts ; it repeats but what they have 
already whispered. But flatter}' goes forth on 



1 voyage of discoveries, and brings home such 
surprising returns, that, intoxicated with her 
tales, we despise, oui old possessions, and 
resting our whole confidence on these new 
bottoms, sink all at iHice ia a worse than 
South-Sea nua. They vihs admit flattery, 
are seldmn pcaised: the iagttiuoQS' mind, that'' 
would gladly pay such tribute to any merit 
they may display, retires fpom a place wheW 
its gold cannot be distinguished from base me- 
tal; and refrains from breathing sentiments 
iffhich the sycophancy of others would render 
suspidous. The amiable Louis the Sixteenth 
fa sufferer, whom the heart would almost can- ' 
omze !) observes upon this subject, — *' We 
must define flattery and praise : they are dis- 
tinct. Trajan was encouraged to virtue hy 
thepanegyrfc of Pliny : Tiberius became ob- 
stinate in vice Smm the flattery of the sens- - 
tors." 
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It comet of ft veiy evil grouiul, thatigno-' 
rtnce should be the mother of faithfulness. — 
O, no I he cannot be good that knows not 
why he is good; but stands so far good as hift 
fortune may keep him unessayed : bat coming 
once to thai, bis rude simpiicity is either easi-' 
)y changed, or easily deceived; and so grow* 
that to be the excuse of bis &utt, which seem- ; 
ed to have been the foutuhuion of his faith. 

Remark. 

The firmness of any virtue (which alone con- 
firms it to be ft virtue ; for boasting of a virtue, 
that has never been assailed, is an assumption 
without a proof;} depends more oti the under- 
standing than is generally supposed. The 
sanction of Dr. Johnson may well support the 
observation, arid he says, " that it ought al- 
ways to be steadily inculcated, that virtue is 
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the highest proof of understanding, aoA the 
only solid basis of greatness; and that vice is 
the natural consequence of narrow thoughts, 
which begin in mistake and end in igno- 
miny." - 



AH honest heartt feel that trust goes beyond 
advancement. 

3. 

A man of true honour is well known to 
think himself greater in being subject to his 
word given, than in being lord <^ a princi- 
pality. 

Smiark. 

Such fidelity is the platform of all the vir- 
tues. 

4. 
Joyful is woe for a noble cause^ Mid wd- 
come all its miseriea. 

5. 
A noble cause doth ease much a ^ievotis 
case. 

VOL. r. o 



He that finds truth, without loving her, is 
like a bat, which though it have eyes to dis- 
cern that there is a bud, yet hatb so evil eyes^ 
that it cannot delight in the gun. 
2. 

Surely all truth cannot be sufiidently proved 
by reason; considering that many things ex- 
ceed reason and nature. But yet cannot any 
untruth prevail, by reason, (in rational minds,) 
against truth ; nor any truth be vanquished 
by the Judgment of reason. For untruth is 
contrary to nature; nature helpeth reason; 
reason is servant to truth ; and one truth is 
not contrary to another, that is to say, to it- 
self: for truth cannot but be truth, and rea- 



- Prefer truth before the suunt^ing of an 
opintoti. 
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I desire a man to bring his wit, rather than- 
his will, to investigation: for fbre-deemiiiga 
and fore-settled opinions, do bring in bondage 
the reason of them that have the best wits j 
whereas, it belongeth not to the will to 
over-rule the wit, but tb the wit to guide the 
will. 

5. 

If men applied their wit as advisedly to 
judge between truth and falsehood, godliness 
and worldliness, as every man in his trade 
doth to judge between profit and loss ; they 
should forthwith, by principles bred within 
themselves, and by conclusions following up- 
on the samfl, discern the true religion from 
the &ise ; and the way which God hath ot' 
dained to welfare, ^om the deceitful ways 
and cross and crooked inventions of men. 

Bemark. 

The idea that a religious life obstructs the 

temporal advancement of men, and deprive* 

them of many pleasuresj is the greatest ene- 

C2 
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my of piety which we £nd in the humaa 
breast. A narrow view of man's nature, des- 
tination and endj gives rise to this miscon- 
ception. When Je»us told the young man 
who boasted of hie virtue, to sell o9* his goods 
and give to the poor, and he should have trea- 
sure in heaven, " the young man was sad at 
that saying, and went away grieved ; for he 
had great possessions!" He understood not 
the riches of love j which never considers it- 
self so wealthy, as when it has expended all, 
in obedience to the commands it honours — in 
the service of what it adores. The voice of 
truth speaking from a hundred lips, utters 
only one language. Observe how the learned 
Dr. Barrow expresses himself on a subject 
which ought to be the study of man ; for it is 
.the aim, the means, and the completion of 
his happiness. 

** Of all things in the world, there is no- 
thing more gener^ly beneficial than light — 
By,it we converse with the world, and have 
all things set before us; by it we truly and 
easily discern things in their right magnitude, 
shape and colour ; by it we guide our steps 
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safely in prosecution of what is goo<I> and 
shunning what is noxious; by it our spirits 
are comfortably wanned' and cheered, our 
life, consequently our health, our vigour and 
activity, arc preserved. The like benefits doth 
religion, which is the light of the bouI, yield 
to it. He is extremely mistaken, and in all 
his projects will be lamentably disappointed* 
who looketh for true profit (or for wisdom) 
without piety. How can he be rich, who is 
destitute of the most needful accommodation; 
of life (the aceommodations of a resigned spi- 
rit) . How can he be happy, who constantly 
feedeth on the coarsest and most sordid'fare— 
the duBt of pelf, the dung of sensuality ? who 
hath DO futhlul nor constant irienda (the ver- 
satile beings Qf this earth cannot be called 
«uch), who is master of nothing but dirt, 
chaff, or smoke ? Whereas real riches dit 
consist, not in what one eiijoyeth at present, 
but in a presumed ability to enjoy, afterward 
what we may come to need or desiie } or in 
well-grounded hopes that we shall never 
fall into want or distress. How can that man 
he rich, who hath not any confidence in Go4 
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(the giver of at) good things) ! who hath not 
any interest in hioi, any reason to expect his 
blessing ? yea, who (by such base ingratitude) 
hath much ground to iear the displeasure of 
Him who disposeth of all the world. There 
is scarce in nature any thing so wild, so un- 
tractable^ so unintelligible, as a man who 
hath no bridle of conscience to guide or check 
him. He is liks a ship, without anchor to 
stay him, or rudder to slea^ him, or compasa 
to direct him ; so that he is tossed with any 
wind, and driven with any wave, none know- 
eth whither — whether bodily temper dotb 
iway him, or passion doth hurry him, or in- 
terest doth pull him, or example leadeth him, 
or company inveigleth and baleih him, or hu- 
mour transporteth him ; whether ajiy such 
variable and unaccountable causes determine 
htm, or divers of them together distract him ; 
whence he so rambleth and hovereth, that he 
can seldom himself tell what in any case he 
should do, nor can another guess it ; so that 
you cannot at any time know where to find 
him, or how to deal with him : you cannot 
with reason ever rely upon him, so unstable is 



he in(dlkis ways. He is in edect a men 
dwld, all humour and giddiness ; somewhat , 
worse than a beast, which, following the in- 
stinct of its nature, is constant and r^ular, 
and thence tractable ; or at least so untract- 
able, that no man will be deceived in meddling 
with him. Nothing, therefore,, can be more 
unmanly than such a person ; __nothing can be 
more irksome than to have to do with him. 
But a pious man, being steadily governed by 
conscience, and a regard to certain principles, 
doth both undorstand himself, and is intel- 
l^ble to others : he presently descrieth what 
in any case he is to do, and can render an ac- 
count of his acting : -you may know him 
clearly, and assuredly tell what he will do, 
and may thet%fbre fully confide in him,— 
What, therefore, law and.govemment are to 
the public, to preserve the world in order, 
peace, and safety, that is piety (the result of a 
full knowledge of truth) to each man's private 
state. It freeth his own life from disordo 
and distracUon ; and it promptet^ him so ta 
behave to others as to gain their.respect an</ 
affection. In short, the study and pnwtice ot 
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religion, is the employment most proper to us 
as reasonable men : for what more proper en- 
teruinments can our mind have, than to be 
purifying and beauti^ng itself; to be keep- 
ing itself, and its subordinate faculties, in or- 
der ; to be attending upon the management 
of thoughts, of passions, of words, ofactions 
dependii^ on its governance ? All other em- 
ployments Roon become wearisome ; this, the 
farther we proceed in it, the more satisfactory' 
it grows. There is perpetual matter of vic- 
tory over bad inclinations pestering within, 
and strong temptations ass^ltng us without j 
which to combat hath much delight ; to mas- 
ter breedetb inexpressible content. The sense 
also of God's love; the influence of his grace 
and comfort, communicated in the perform- 
ances of devotion and of all duty; the satis- 
&ction of a good conscience; the sure hope 
of salvation; and the fore-tastes of fiiture 
bliss; do all season and sweeten the life of the 
t*ue Christian." 
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pROvisioif iathefoimdationof hoBpitalityf 
and thrift, the fuel of magnificence. 

Remark. 

Carelessness and extravagance are the signs 
of an hrprovident and vulgar mind ; of a crea- 
ture that lives but for himself, and who thinks 
only of the day that is pasung over his head > 
of a waster of his substance for the poor ends 
of mortifying others, and of gilding his own 
insignificance with the adventitious decora- 
tions of fortune. Wealth, is to be Qsed as the 
HMtmment only, of action; not' a? the repre- 
sentative of civil honours and mordl excellence. 



The servants, in a well-managed mansion, 
ire not so many in number as cleanly in ap- 
parel, and serviceable in behaviour; testify* 
G i 
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ing> even in their countenance, that their mss~ 
ter takes as well care to be served, as of thein 
that do serve. 

3. 
SooM are unwisely liberal, and more delight 
to give preseats than to pay debts. 
4. 
When presents are nobly brought, to avoid 
both unkindness and importunity, they ought 
to be liberally received. 
5. 
Discreet stays make speedy journeys : prC'' 
cipttation may prove the downfall of fortune. 

Remark. 

Prudence is Uie wise nseof the power which' 
we have of chusing; and of using the proper- 
est means to obtain the end, which we have 
elected as thehest. This virtue guides men to 
the loftiest heights of human greatness; and 
descends with them to the minor duties of 
life. She spreads the fifugal board, brings the 
simple raiment, and displaces the couch of 
down for «a humbler pallet. Her disciple 
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imiles at mere personal privations; for, by 
parting with luxuries, he gains the doiihle 
means of supporting his fnends, when their 
resources £eu1 them; and of succouring the 
distresses even of strangers, whom accident 
may cast in his way. Such a man abhors the 
boasted, and often-quoted sentiment of osten- 
tatious benevolence; ** Justice is a poor hob- 
bling beldame; and I cannot get her to keep 
pace with generosity, for the life of m^!" — 
Un<ler this sanction, these generous spiritSf 
more delighting to give presents tlmn to pay 
debtSf reduce their hoaest creditors to the 
same penury, from which they are so eager to 
rescue other objects. But the fact is, no man 
can cl^m thanks for paying what he owes : it 
is a sort of necessary act, independent of his 
will; ifhedonot, by unjustly withholding what 
is due, tacitly deny the obligation. On the re- 
verse, donations arc free of any antecedent ob- 
ligatory action ; and the consequent gratitude 
of the receiver promulgating the liberality of 
^ebestower, gives him a celebrity which, t« 
some minds, is sweeter than a good con- 
science. But experience she\\s, th>t thi& 
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golden Fruit is like the book in the Apoca- 
lypse; its grateful taste goes no further than 
the mouth; in digeation it is bitter; it cor- 
rodes the vitals, and empoisons the springs of 
life. The career of the impradent is seldom 
bounded, until lie is stopped by ruin. He 
dissipates to-day the provision for to-morrow ; 
debts are accumulated ; and every creditor is 
as a link to a chain, which in time will fetter 
the whole man. In vain he struggles to 
munb his .feelings ; to hood-wink memory ; 
and to impose upon the world by false and 
specious glosses: his ostentatious largesses, 
whedier in splendid treats or glittering acts of 
munificence, are droned, and where is his re- 
source? Look at Timon of Athens, and he 
will answer you> Not with the lovers of plea- 
sure, who have revelled at his board : they 
hate any fellowship with complaint, and turn 
from hiib at ihe first ward. Will those whom 
his charity dried of their tears, smile upon 
him? Yea, and laugh at him too ; for the 
hands of his lawful masters arc upon him! 
His creditors shackle, him with bonds of his 
own forging; and commit him to the custody 
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of that justice, whose r^hts he despised. Na 
one sincerely thanks an extravagant maa, for 
the use of his purse: the hencfitted person 
knows, that pretended beneficence is the traf- 
fic of vanity j and temporaiy flattery supplies 
the place of gratitude. The prodigal speaks, 
moves, loves, hates, gives and receives, and 
all by vanity : vanity and himself are one : 
all 19 sacrificed to that brazen calf; and strange 

, to tell, so absurd is tSe devotion, that the self- 
deilied fool perishes at last, in the very fire 
which he vainly kindled to his honour 1 This 

. is the fate of the spendthrift : and though it 
be his punishment, yet it is not necessary to 
believe that every man who falls into the same 
extremities, has incurred them by similar 
crimes. There are misfortunes which reverse 
the wisest plans, and render the most honour- 
able intentions abortive : and there are wretch- 
es, who having a little brief authority over 
such men, enjoy nothing so much as oppress* 
ing characters which they cannot equal; and 
of making them suffer whom they caimot de- 
grade. This happens in particular caaes ; but 
it does not, for that reason, invalidate the ss- 
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•ertion, that prudence is the surest fbunda- . 
tion of that independence which is the best 
guard of integrity. The true maiily charac-. 
ter, belongs to him who rejects every luxury 
that would bribe from him any part of his pro- 
per self, thefiec'agency of his mind.' that, 
he ought to hold subservient to no will but 
the will of God. The will of God, and the 
dictates of right reason, unite in the same 
truth. The Almighty stamped his own image 
on our souls at their creation; and though it 
is perverted and obscured by the rebellious 
propensities of our present natures, yet we 
8till have a pattem~of the AU-good, a Iianinous 
guide to virtue ! When we chuse to look up, 
the pillar of light is always before us, to lead 
u» to the promised land ;^ and if we do not ma- 
nacle our senses, our understandings, and our 
liberties, by bartering this noble estate in rever- 
sion, for the poor trifles of a transitory life, we 
may live here not only peaceably, respectfully, 
and happily, but probably more munificently 
than our imprudent competitors. Nothing 
has such effect in causing a man to be revered, 
as a general conviction, that be rercrencea 
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himself: he that places his temporal conse- 
quence on his merit, and not on his 8ituatioD> 
fixes it en a ground which all the world cannot 
remove. Prudence is this man's steward; In- 
dependence, his herald; and Beneficence, led 
hy Justice, his almoner. 



Continuance of evil, doth of itself in- 
crease evil. 

Remark, 

The animal economy is worn, by loo severe 
a tension to support itself under repeated at- 
tacks of misfortune; and therefore, persons 
of weakened nerves often appear to be mere 
i^ected with the continuance of a calamity, 
than by the violence of its first shock. 



There is nothing evil but what is within us ; 
the rest is either natural or accidental. 

Remark, 

Our griefe, as well as our joys, owe their 
strongest colours to our imaginations. There 
13 nothing so grievous to be borne, that pon- 
dering upon will not make heavier; and there 
is no pleasure so vivid, that the animation of 
fancy cannot enliven. 



It is the natiireof pain, (the present bang 
intolerable,) to desire change, and put to ad- 
venture the ensuing. 
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Remark. 



For the Bufiferiiig of piun is like the endur- 
ance of other evils ; the dpirits are often ex- 
hauste<I> while the heart is firm i but tortured 
nature requires Bome relief; and change of 
measures, by dissipating irritability, gives a 
momentary respite to pangs, which, by tear- 
ing the frame, deprive its finer parts of their 
resisting power. 



ADVERSITY AND GRIEF. 

I. 

O, WRETCHED mankind 1 In whom wit, 
which should be the governor of his weliarej 
becomes the traitor to his blessedness ! Beastsy 
like children to nature, inherit her blessings 
quietly: we, like bastards, are laid abroad even 
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as foundliags, to be trained up by grief and 
aorrow. 

Semark. 

And that such scholars are best taught, wc 
have only to turn our eyes on the lives of Al- 
fred the Great) Gustavus Vasa, Demetrius of 
Muscovy, and many others, to be convinced 
that there is no mode of instruction to equal 
the discipline of adversity. 

2. 

The violence of sorrow is not at the first to 
be striven withal ; being like a mighty beast^ 
sooner tamed with following than overthrown 
by withstanding. Would you comfort the 
afflicted, give way unto him for the first days 
of his woe; never troubling him with either 
asking questiona, or finding fault with his 
melancholy; but rather fitting to his dolour, 
dolorous discourses of youf own and other 
folk's misfortunes : which speeches, though 
they have not a lively entrance to his senses 
jhut up in sorrow, yet, like oiao half>asleepj 
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he will take hold of much of the matters spok- 
en unto him ; so, as a man may say, ere sor- 
row is aware, you make his thoughts bear 
tway K>iiKttung else besides grieft. 

Remark. 

Mr. Cowper, the author of the Task, (a 
poet who seems to have inherited the harp of 
David,) has beautifully versified this senti- 
ment is a sweet little poem, called the Rose. 



Adverse fortunes are to prove whether the 
goodly tree of virtue lives in all soils. 
4. 

Can btiman chances be counted an overi- 
throw to him who stands upon virtue ? 
5. 

As in a picture, which receives greater life 
by the darkness of shadows, than by glittering 
colours, so the shape of loveliness is perceived 
mote perfect in woe than in joyfulness. 
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Remark, 

Perhaps this impression is made on the 
.mind, more by the influence of pity, (which 
is an endearing sentiment,) than by any ad- 
dition of positive beauty, which sorrow gives 
to an already charming object. The tender 
emotions of sympathy may easily be mistaken 
for those of her softer brother; they glide in- 
to each other; — "Pity melts the mind ta 
love 1" 



The widowed heart enjoys such a liberty a| 
the banished man hath; who may, if he list, 
wander over the world; but is for ever re- 
itrained from his most delightful hoaa 1 

Remark, 

Cicero's grief for the death of his daughter 
Tullia, and Lord LytUeton's lamentations over 
his deceased wife, most pathetically prove the 
truth of the observation, that *' great minds 
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ue most sensible of such losses ; and the sen- 
timents of humanity and aBection are usually 
most tender, where in every respect there is 
the greatest strength of reason." But, it is 
not necessary, that what is strong should be 
turbulent ; or, that what is lasting should be 
ever present to the eye. That grief is the 
most durable, which flows inward, and buries 
its streams with its fountain, in tlie depths of 
the heart. 

7. 
Bum not your hou^e to make it clean j but, 
like a wise father, who turns even the fault of 
his children to any good that may come of it, 
make the adversities of life the accomplisher 
of its virtues : for that is the fruit of wisdom, 
and the end of judgment. 

Remark. 

This is an argument against suicidej and 
that precursor of self-violence, impatience rni- 
der misfortune, which hurries the afflicted into 
desperate execution of rash resolves; and 
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though it stops at death, often, by Its precipi- 
tation, makes a permanrat calamity of what 
might only have been a temporary disappoint- 
ment. 



Woe makes the shortest time seem long. 

9. 
The spirits dried up with anguish, leave the 
performance of their ministry, where-upon 
our life dependeth. 

10. 

The heart, stuffed up with woefulness, is 

glad greedily to suck the thinnest air of com- 



Bemarlu 

To brood over sorrows, is to increase them. 
When we have distresses on our minds, the 
more we are kept in motion the better: when 
these bodies of ours do not bestir themselves, 
our cares no longer fluctuate on the suriace, 
but sink to the very bottom of the heart. — 
Company forces us from the contemplation of 
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cur miseries : the abstractedness which Hhty 
occasioD, being inconsistent with politeness, 
we must either leave society, or fly from the 
remembrance of things, which distract the at- 
tention and absorb the spirits. This essay, 
o&en repeated, gradually wears awayr^ret; 
and restores the soul to tranquillity an^ cheer- 
lulnesB, 



Care sdrring the brains, and making thin 
the spirits, breaketh rest; but those griefs, 
wherein one is determined there is no pre- 
venting, do breed a dull heaviness, which 
easily clothes itself in sleep. 
12. 

Past greatness increaseth the compassion 
to see a change. 

The noble nature is euch, that though his 
grief be so great, as to live is a grief unto him; 
and that even his reason is darkened with sor- 
row; yet the laws of hospitality give sull such 
ft sway to bis proceeding, that he will no way 
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suffer the stranger lodged under his roof, to re- 
ceive [as it were,) any infection of his anguish. 
14. 
As in labour, the more one doth exercise, 
the more one is enabled to do, strength grow- 
ing uix>n work ; so, with the use of euETcring, 
men's minds get the habit of suffering ; and 
all fears and terrors are to them but as- a sum- 
mons to battle, whereof they know before- 
hand they shall come off victorious. 



Who builds not upon hope, shall fear no 
earthquake of despair. 



The reasonableness of a project ought to 
be its foundation ; and hope, the ladder only. 
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which contjucts the architect to the heighu of' 
the building. 



*n)ere is no pun bo greatj as when eager 
hopes recave a stay. 

3. 
Let us labour to find before we lament the 



WhUe then is hope left, let not the weak- 
cess of sorrow make the strength of resoltitioa 
languish. 

Semark, 

He who is easily pat from hoping, wants 
one mark of courage; for the energy which 
courage gives to the pursuit of our wishes, 
iAsk«8 that appear practicable to the brave, 
which seems impossible to the timid. The 
feuful attempt once> twice, are discomfitted, 
and deepur: the courageous remove difficul- 
ties, surmount obstacles, contend with disap- 
pointments, and making the ruin of one essay 
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only the platfonn on which they plant a new 
hope, press on through life, with the lame de- 
tennined toil for conquest. Should th^^ gain 
their end, (which is the natural consequence 
of an undiverted chase,) they are happy:' but 
should accident (which the most consummate 
prudence cannot always controul,] at last 
wTest it from them, this comfort i sleft — the 
consciousness that they did not lose their aim 
by imbecility. The conduct of a British Of- 
ficer, (who commanded the Nigthingale fri- 
gate of 30 guns, in the reign of Queen Anne,) 
strongly points out the mighty power of this 
valorous hope. The anecdote may not be un- 
interesting. 

It was on the fifth of September, 1108, 
when, as the convoy of thirty-six sul of mer- 
chant-vessels from the Texel, this honest 
seaman was met, nearly at the mouth of the 
Thames, by Commodore Langeron ; who was 
at the head of six galleys, on his way to bum 
Harwich. The Frenchman thought the ships a 
desirable prize ; and, making all possible 
haste to ensure his good fortune, gave orders 
to have them invested by four of the galleys. 
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while his galley, with thst of the Chevalier 
Mauvilliers, should attack and master the fri- 
gate which protected them. The English 
Captun hanng discorcnd the intentions of 
the enemy, directed the merchants to crowd 
Bail for the Thames : and hoping to employ 
the galleys during this movement, he bore 
down upon them as if he intended to begin 
the hattle.' An officer, who was on board 
Langeron's vessel, thus describes the scene. 

** We were soon within cannon-shot i and 
accordingly the galley discharged her broad- 
. side. The frigate, silent as death, applT>ach- 
ed us without firing a gun. Our commodore 
smiled at this ; for he mistook English reso- 
lution for cowardice : * What ! (cried he,) is 
the firtgate weary of bearing the Britirfi flag? 
and does she come to strike without a blow i* 
The triumph was premature — The vessels drew 
nearer, and were within musquet-shot. — The 
galley continued to pour in her broadside and 
small aims, while the frigate preserved the 
most dread&l stitlncss : ahe seemed resolved 
to -reserve all her tenors for close eng^ement } 
— 'hut in a moii;ent, as if suddenly struck with 
H2 
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a panic, she tacked about and fled. Nothing 
■ft-as heard but boasting among our officers : — 
' We could at one blast eink an Ejiglish man 
of war; and ifthe coward does not strike in 
two minutes, down he goes to the bottom I' 
All this time the frigate was in silence pre- 
paring the tragedy that was to ensue. Her 
flight was only a feint, and done with a view 
to entice us lo board her in the stem. Our 
cojnmodore, in such an apparently favour- 
able conjuncture, ordered the galley to board, 
and bade the helm's-man buiy her beak in the 
ftigate. The seamen and marines, prepared, 
with thnr cutlasses and battle-axcs,-to execute 
these conunands } but the frigate, who saw 
our design, so dexterously avoided our beak, 
as to wheel round and place }ierself directly 
along<Eide of us. Now it was that the English 
captain's eourage was manifested. As he had 
foreseen what would happen, he was ready 
with his grappling irons, and fixed us fast to 
bis vessel. All in the galley wen now as 
much exposed as on a raft ; and the British 
artillery, charged with grape-shot, opened at 
tiDce upon our heads. The masts were filled 
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with sailors, who threw haud-grenades among 
us, like hait : not a gun was fired that did not 
make dreadful havoc; and out crew, terrified 
at so uoexpectcd a carnage, no longer think- 
ing of attacking, were even unable to make a 
defence. The officers stood mottonlesa and 
palej tnc^>ab1e of executing orders, which they 
had hardly presence of mind enough to un- 
derstand: and those men who were neither 
killed nor wounded, lay flat on the deck to 
-escape the bullets. The enemy perceivii^ 
our fright, to add to our dismay, boarded ui 
with a party of desperate fellows, who, sword 
in hand, hewed down all that opposed them. 
Our coounodore, seeing the fate of the ship 
hang on an instant, ordered a general assault 
from our whole crew. This made them re- 
treat to their veisd : but not to relax the in- 
£emal fire which they continued to pour 
amoi^t us. The other galleys, descrying our 
distoess, quitted their intended prey, and hast^ 
ening towards us, surrounded the fiigate, 
and raked her deck from all (juarterg. tier 
men were no longer able to keep their station : 
this gave us courage, and we prepared to Uo3i4 ' 
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her. Twenty-five grenadiers firom each gal- 
ley were sent on this service. They met with 
no opposition at first ; but hardly were tfaey 
assembled on the deck, before tbey once 
again received an English salute. The olli- 
cers of the, frigate^ who were intrenched with- 
in the forecastle, 6red upon the boarders in« 
cessantly; and the rut of the crew doing si- 
milar execution through the gratings, at last 
cleared the ship. ^Langeron scorned to be 
foiled, and ordered another detachment to the 
attack } it made the attempt, but met with the 
(ame success. Provoked with such repeated 
&ilures, our commodore determined that our 
hatchets should lay open her decks, and make 
the crew prisoners of war. After much dif- 
ficulty and bloodshed, these orders were exe- 
cuted, and the seamen obliged to surrender. — 
The officers, who jwere yet in the -forecastle^ 
stood it out for some time longer; but supe- 
riority of numbers compelled them also to lay 
down their arms. Thus were all the ship's 
company prisoners, except the captain. He 
had taken refuge in the cabin; where, from a 
small window in the door, h^ fired upon ua 
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unremittingly, and declared, when called upon 
to surrender, that he would spill the last drop 
of his blood before he would see the inside of.* 
French prison. The English officers (who 
bad by this time been conducted on board bur 
galley; and who afterwards acknowledged 
that tiieir testimony was part of their orders;] 
described their captain, as ' a man quiteybo^ 
hariy ; as one determined to blow the frigate 
into tile air, rather than strike i' and painted 
his resolution in such colours, as made even 
their conquerors tremble. The way to the 
powder-room led through the cabin; there^ 
fore, as he had the execution of his threat fully 
in his power, we expected every moment to 
eee the ship blown up, our prize and oar pri- 
soner both escape our hands, and we^ from 
being grappled to the vessel^ suSer almost the 
same fate in the explosion. In this extremity, 
it Was thought best to summon the captain in 
gentle terms ; and to promise him the most 
respectful treatment, if he would surrender. — 
He only answered by firing as fast as possible. 
At length, the last remedy was to be tried ?^ 
To select a few resolute men, and to take hloi 
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itad or alive. For this purpose, a acrjeant and 
twelve grenadiers were sent, with bayonets 
fixed, to hreak open the cabin door j and, if 
he would not give up his arnif, to nin him 
through the body. The captun was prepared 
Jbr every species of assault ; and before the 
, serjeaot, who was at the head of the detach- 
ment, could execute hia commtsaion, the be- 
nded shot him dead ; and threatening the 
grenadiers with the same fate if they persisted, 
he had the satis&iction to see them take to 
flight. Their terror was so complete, that 
titty fcfused to renew the enga^ment, though 
led on by scveTal of our officers : and the of- 
ficers themsefres Iec^o^ed at the entrance of 
At pusage, and allied as th«r excuse, that 
as diey could advance but one at a time into 
fte TOon, ibt English captain (whom they 
called the ^evilj would kill them all, one 
afier the other. The commodore, ashamed 
of this pusilianimity, was forced again to have 
recourse to persuasion. A deputation waa 
sent to the closed door; and the captain ceas- 
ing to fire, condescended to hear their mes- 
sage. He returned a short answer. 'I shall 
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now Submit to my destiny : but as brave mpa 
should suireoder only to the brave> bring 
your commander to me, for he alone amongst 
you has steadily stood his ground; and to him 
only will I resign my sword.' The com- 
modore was as surprised as delighted with the 
unexpected success of this embas^. Every 
thing being arranged, the door of the cabin 
was opened, and its daundess defender ap- 
peared to us — in the person of a little, hump- 
backed, pale-faced man, altogether aa deform- 
ed in body as he was p^ect in -mind. The 
Chevalier Langeron complimented him oa his 
bravery; and added, that ' his present capti- 
vity was but the fortune of war; and that he 
should have no reason to regret being a pri- 
soner.* ' I feel no r^ret, (replied the little 
captain,) my charge was the fleet of merchant- 
men ; and my duty called me to defend them, 
though at the expence of my vessel. I pro- 
longed the engagement, until I saw from my 
cabin window, that they were all safe within 
the mouth of the Thames; and to have held 
out longer would have been obstiuacy, not 
cour^. In what light my services may be 
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represented to my coontrymeni T know not, 
neither do I care: I might, perhaps, have had 
more honour of them, by saving her Majesty's 
ship by flight} but this consolation remains, ' 
that though I have lost it, and my own liberty 
together, I have served England ^thfuUy; 
and while I enrich the public, and rescue her 
wealth from the gripe of her enemies, I can- 
not consider myself unhappy. Your kind 
treatment of me may meet a return : my coun- 
trymen will pay my debt of gratitude ; for the 
Power which now yields me to your hands, 
may one day put you into theirs.' The noble 
boldness with which he expressed himself, 
charmed the commodore : he returned his 
■word to him with these words : ' Take, Sir, 
a weapon which no man better deserves to 
wear ! Forget that yon are my prisoner ; but 
ever remember tfiat we are friends.* " 

Hope was the ensign under which this gal- 
lant' commander foughtj tike the Esperakce 
on the bilnneTs of Hotspur, it guided him to 
victory and fame. He proved the efficacy oi 
Sidney's favourite maxim, — that " while thet« 
is hope left, we ought not to let the fearful- 
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nesa of any advene circumstance weaken the 
Btrength of OUT resolution." The lame reason- 
able and steady confidence in hope, may cheer 
and conduct us happily, in the pursuits of a 
private station, as well as in the more noticed 
career of martial exploits. A wdl-ordered 
mind is always consistent. 



How painful a thing it is, to a divided 
mind, to make a well-joined answer! 

Remark, . 

And yet how rigorously does self-love de- 
nand, even fixed attention^ fi^m that class 
of our friends who, evidently ^omby distrac- 
tions, ought to awaken a kinder expectation I 
Where is the juHice, t&e humant^, c^ thta. 
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fcxaction? What does it prove? Bat- that tt« 
valae the dcvotednesa of fneitdfihip, rather u 
an oblation to vanity, than as a free inter* 
change of bearti ; an ettdearii^ contract of 
sympathyj mutual ferbearancej and respect I 



Hope itsdf is « pain, «bite it is over'' 
thatched by finuri 

S. 

It is a bell of dolours, ^eo the mind still 
in doubt, for want of resolution can make no 



Remarki 

The uncettainty of siupeose is ttle cause of 
its ever-increasing pangs. Its fears b^g en- 
larged by imaglnatioh, augment dread over 
dread, until every calamity seems pending } 
and the terrified wretch, selF'bettayed, meets 
miseiy in advance, by giving himself up to 
phantoms of his own raising. In all cases it 
■hews a very ill-judging-kindness, to leave any 
one in anxiety, vi^en it is in our power to de- 
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tide on the object of itj whether good or bad. 
If good, it is the crueHest of all robberies to 
withhold one moment of happiness which is 
the right of another : and if bad, suspense be- 
ing at an end) the ranging spirits collect, and 
form that faculty of bearing i determined and 
visible evil, which uncertamty and indistinct- 
ness totally dusipaie. Who is there that 
would not rather be led out to the axe, than 
live for days and weekt, with the expecUtion 
of death or torture ? 



DESPONDENCE. 



Love is carefiil } aAd misfortune it subject 
to doubtfiilneaa. 

a. 

Nothing is achieved, before it be thoroughly 
attempted) 
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3. 

Lying still doth never go (orwui. 

4. 
Who only sees the ill, is worse than blind. 

*.■ 
No man doth speak aright, who speaks in 
fear. 

6. 

Solitary complaints do no good to him 

whose hdp stands without himself. 

1. 

How weakly they do, ihat rather find fault 

with what cannot be amended, than seek to 

amend wherein they have beea faulty ! 

Remark. 

These thoughts on Despondency are not 
less admcmitory to men who delight in ob- 
scuring the prospects of others, than to that 
despairing disposition, which inclines some 
persons to regard their own views through si- 
milar clouds. Such friends may verily be 
caiied Job's comforters ! they are the mildewa 
of life; the blights which wither the spring 
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of Hope, and encumber sorrow with weeds of 
deeper mourning. Instead of consoling the 
afHicted, they irritate his grief by dwelling on 
the circumstances of its cause; instead of en- 
couraging the unfortunate to new enterprizes, 
they lead him to lamentable meditation on old 
disappointments; and to waste that time ia 
r^ret, which might have been used to repair 
loss or earn acquisition. These lachrymal 
counsellors, with one foot in the cave of des- 
pair, and the other invading the peace of their 
friends, are the paralizers of action, the peats 
(^ Bociety, and the subtlest homicides in the 
world; they poison with a tear; and convey 
a dagger to the heart, while they press you to 
their bosoms. Life is a warfare ; and he who 
easily desponds, deserts a double duty ; he be- 
trays the noblest property of man, which is 
dauntless resolution; and he rejects the pro- 
Tidenceof that All -gracious Being>who guides 
and rules the umverse. 
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PATIENCE. 

Without mounting by degrees, a man 
cannot attain to high things; and the breaking 
of the ladder still castetb a man back, and 
maketh the thing wearisome, which was «asy. 

ItemaTk. 

But, in being patient, a man must not be 
supine : be should not stand when he ought 
to move : his progress forward must be per- 
serering; and at length he will see the ste^ 
hiils of his loi^ jonmey, far behind him. 
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Happy are the people who waot little* be- 
cause iiiey desire not macht 

Remark. 

As truth is but one, she must speak the 
same language wherever she resides ; nether 
time nor situation can alter her decrees : what 
was truth before the flood, istmtbnow; and 
what she utters by the lips of a peasant, will 
be echoed* by absolute necessity* in the lec- 
tures of the sage. That happiness (which is 
the emanation of cootait*) springs in the 
mind* has been a maxim with all reflecting 
men. And what Sir Philip Sidney ttej/% upon 
the si^ject, is nearly repeated by the pious and 
amiable Ij>uis XVI. " To be happy is to make 
our own fortune ; and that fortune consiste in 
good dispositions, good principles, and good 
actions." As happiness depends upon the 
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gratification of our desires, to make their at- 
tainment probable,' it is necessary that they 
should be reasonable ; and to make tbeir en- 
joyment lasting, that tbey should be virtuousj 
The happiness of Titus arose from the indul- 
gence of 3 beneficent temper ; Epaminondas 
reaped pleasure from the love of his country j 
a passion for fame was the source of Cssar^s 
felicity; and the satisfaction of grovelling ap- 
petites gave delight to Vitelliue. 



He travels safe and not unpleasant!)*, who 
is guarded by poverty and guided by love. 

Semari. 

Poverty, though a spoiler, cannot dismantle 
s brave man of his courage : that armour is 
his repellant through all meges. And asCu- 
pid put on the helmet of Mars in sport, so Va- 
lour, " when need is," seriously extends a 
shield over shuddering and defenceless Love. 
But poverty, without the guidance of courage^ 
gives no other ground of security, than an ex~ 
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cmptioD from all those comfortft which tempt 
mea to covetouaneas and invasion: and though 
love must be a pleasant companion to one who 
has no other good in life, yet, methinksj the 
little god cannot long like the lodgings where 
hard fare, eordidness, and hase umidity, are 
the inmates of his bed. 

3. 

The highest point outward things can bring 

unto, is the contentment of the mind; with 

which, no estate can be pcjr; without which, 

all estates will be miserable. 

4. 

Who irowiu at other's feasts, had better 

bide away. 

A joyful mind recdves every thing to a joy- 
ful consideration : a careful mind makes each 
thing taste like the bitter juice of care. 

nffiKOfh- 

A humour that lays great weight on smsll 
matters, iand makes much trouble out of little, 
is the very alchymist of misery, who, by a 
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mischievous stihllctv, transmutes gold into 
base metal ; and transforms the fairest para- 
disc into a barren wilderness. A t-heerful 
tniiper spreads like the dawn, and all vapours 
disperse before it. Even the tear dries on the 
cheek, and the sigh sinks away half-breathed, 
when the eye of benignity beams upon the 
unhappy. Sweetnas softens the obduracy of 
melancholy j and cheerfulness chacms it into 
an innocent forgetfulness of care, 

6. 
Blame not the heavens I As their course 
never alters, so is there nothing done by the 
unreachable Ruler of them, but hath an ever- 
lasting reason for it. 

Itemar/c. 

Let man study the providence of God, not 
only in the Holy Scriptures, (which are the 
expositors of the mystery of human life,) but 
in the history of the world at large, and if he 
bring an unprejudiced and learning mind to 
the search, he will see sufficient proofs of that 
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All-dtrecling Power, which is the everlasting 
guardian of the universe. Whether it be his 
own lot to iail, or to rise, he will be equally 
assured, that he is in hands which cannot err. 
Whilst he maintains his duty towards his Cre- 
ator; and confides implicitly in a faith, which 
must be true^ or creation itself is one tremen- 
dous falsehood, — despair, nor repining, can- 
not reach him. He alooe is the philosopher, 
the hero, who thus towers above ai\ earthly 
calamity. He asks but for virtue: with that 
he is master of all: he is the truly great, the 
intensely happy. It b not in the power of 
any thing mortal to shake his magnaDtmity ; 
he depends on the Eternal : and he it is, that 
could see the globe melt from beneath his 
feet> without changing colour. 
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DISCONTENT. 



We should deal ungratefully with nature, 
if wc should be foi^etful of her gifts, and di- 
ligent auditors of the chances we like not. 

Jiemark. 

In estimating our conduct, and our stations 
in life, we take our measure by two opposite 
standards : we compare our opinions and ac- 
tionSj'with those of men whoareevidentlybe- 
low us ; and our fortune, with that of men who 
are as much above us: by this way of comput- 
ing, we allow our vices to increase upon us, un- 
til we become scandalously wicked ; and engen- 
der a discontent, which finally makes us mi- 
sei^le. 
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HAPPINESS. 

ExTKEMB joy is not without a certain de> 
lightful p»n : by extending the heart beyond 
its limits; and by so forcibly a holding of aU 
the senses to any object, it confounds their 
mutual working (but not without a charming 
kind of ravishment,) firom the free use of their 
functions. 

Bemaric. 

Hence it comes, that we cannot make any 
use of the first moments, nay hours, of happi- 
ness. Joy has seized upon all the faculues of 
the soul, and we are prisoner to our eyes and 
ears. We grasp the hand of a long-absent 
and dear friend ; we gaze on him ; we hardly 
articulate; we weep; we Emile; we embrace 
him again and again ; and, confounded with 
delight, abandon ourselves to silence and me- 
ditation. Rare moment, and precious ! Sweet 
earnest of those perpetual transports} which 
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the soul is formed to enjoy in etemityf uuali 
loyed with that aoiazement which darkens and 
alanns, — Thy joys suit not with the impaired 
constitution of man I like ibe hrightness that 
shone out upon the face of Moses, tbey are 
too intolerable for mortal sensei it can only 
bear them through a veil. 



OPINION AND EXPECTATION. 



It many times &II3 out, that we deem our- 
selves much deceived' in others, because we 
fiist deceived oursdves. 

Semark. 

It is no uncommon thing to see petite asso- 
ciating intimately with the illitcFate, unreflect- 
ing and base part of mankind: theyknowthem 
to be what tbey aic) and yetf when in tht tumof 



■,z,t.b,Goog[c 



. ISO 

ereats tiiey shew thdr sordid natures to the 
bottom, tbeir oSbnded companions afiect to 
be astonishei], outraged, and ill-used ; when, 
if they took time for thought, th^ would re- 
member, that when men keep company with 
thieves, they ought not to be surprised at find- 
ing their pockets picked. 



An over-^iooting expectation is the most 
cnj^ adverflary of honourable doing. 

And, an overshooting expectation is the sure 
executioner of all the self-denying virtues. — 
When expectation of any kind outstrips the 
capability of action ; when it seizes the prize 
at the outmost go<al, before the race has start- 
ed, the indignant candidate recoils from the 
suetch which he is told he must attain ; and 
shrinks back, even from attempting a shorter 
circuit. Let expectation move by degrees, if 
it would not wither die hopes it wishes to see 
bloom. Man will not bear to be made a pro- 
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pertyof, by anyof hisfeltows: whedier as a 
hero, a patriot, or a friend, be gives, but not 
when it is demanded ; in the moment that any 
eacrilice is exacted from the afiections, tbcy 
rebel : they withhold what they were just go- 
ing to befltow; and become, if not hostile, 
neutral and indifierent. Orerwecnitig expec- 
tation is as apparent in cases of private as- 
sociation, as in public contracts; and it ge- 
nerally arises &(Hn an unreasonable sensibility, 
very distinguishable from philanthropic feel- 
ing. Undirected by reflection, sensibility 
leads men to an extravagant expression, both 
of social and unsocial feelings ; to an hyper- 
bolical idea of their own merits ; and to an 
exorbitant expectation of that devotion from 
ethers, which no man will consent to pay.— 
The possessor of such sensibility, regarding it 
as an ornament, often gives it indulgence, 
without seeking to alleviate the anguish of the 
object which put it in motion. By this habit, 
the attention of the symp^hiser is insensibly di- 
rected wholly to himself; and instead of heal- - 
ing the wounds of the poor traveller, he pass- 
es over on the other side^ that he may dry his 



tMTS, and disengage himself from a painful 
spectacle. When once sensibility has taken 
t^is t«ndency, it changes its nature, into mere 
self-conceit; and instead of pouring itself 
out, with Christian benev'olcnce, upon the 
wretched, sits like a pampered monk in his 
solitary cell, calling aloud for the alms of iXl 
mankind. 



In forming a judgment, lay your hearts 
void of fbretaken opinions ; else, whatsoever 
is done, or said, will be measured by a wrong 
rule: like them who have the jaundice, to 
whom every ttung appeareth yellow. 

Remart. 

A tenacious adherence to *' foreti^en opi- 
nions," is noticed by foreigners, as the pecu- 
liar fault of Englishmen ; and consequently 
tliey have the character of deeming every thing 
crooked that does not square with their own 
standard. How true this charge is, we may 
judge by examining the facL Whatever be 
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the first infpressions of the genenlity of onr 
counttytnea, whether with relation to politics^ 
religion, or party cabals^ they are seldom era- 
dicated. A sort of pridcj that disdains to turn 
its eyes to look for the possibility of a change 
in the view it has once decided to be good or 
bad, holds us too often as stubbornly in error, 
as at other times we may be stedfast in right. 
The old-fashioned spirit of Whig and Tory- 
ism is still alive, though like the Devil, whose 
name was Legion, it is now separated through 
various channels and forms. We have secta- 
ries and preachers, many of whom wear such 
" jaundiced" spectacles, that every man who 
is not of th^r particular congregations, ap;- 
pears to them dressed in Mammon's owh 
" yellow," and ready to enter the'bottomlesi 
pit. All are " fcrals or knaves" who think 
not with these modem Corinthians, these 
" dividers of the church of Christ," these 
boasters of the names of " Apollos, or of Ce- 
phas I" They can perceive nothing which 
their different masters do not display } and 
the violence of thdr zeal extinguishes that 
light of reason, which shews on how many 



If3 

points its rays may fall. The samt beliet of 
one's own infallibility in judgment, chains us 
to the feet of our favourite leaders, whether in 
general opinions, or in the senate; and when 
the interest or the obsUnacy of party com- 
mands, he who to-day has dragged public 
robbery to justice, to-morrow, will assist it, 
'(if it wear a partis^'e shape,) to skulk away 
from deserved condemnation. When man ' 
'Once surrenders his mind to any other guide 
than tnith ; when he consents to see through 
•other men's eyes, and to hear through other 
men's ears, neither his reasoning nor his vir- 
tue is worth a rush. Such men never speak 
«n the right side of the question, but by good 
luck ; hence their votes on either side, with 
men of strict probity, go for nbthing, but as 
they swell the numbers. 
- To shake off this proneness of the mind to 
put itself under the yoke of some dogmatist 
at home, whether of the academy Or of the 
forum } and to get rid of the prejudices which 
partial men, constantly associating together, 
impart to each other; the practice of travel- 
ling was resorted to : but still the evU remains. 
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The rooted diRposition thrives in any- soil : 
and we see, by the manners of most English- 
men when they are abroad, how they are wed- 
ded to this uDcandid habit; how they move 
like men blind-folded, through the most in- 
teresting scenes. We need only instance one 
of their ways, and then judge how far it will 
efT^t the desired end ef eradicating those nur- 
sery prejudices which di^ace the man. I 
mean the absurd custom which Englishmm 
stricdy adhore to, of collecting theibselves in- 
to clubs wherever they may chance to meet. 
Surely, such travellers, though they make the 
circuit of the world, will be as ignorant of its 
inhabitants, as the accidental passengers in a 
stage coach are of the owHers and histories o! 
the diflercnt mansions which skirt the road. 
Atthig rate, though m^i go fr<Mn hofse, ihey 
g^ nothing by the removal, but the ineonve-* 
niences of a journey, its consequent exp^ises^ 
and the useless conviction of having traversed 
many miles, seen many cities, nations, and 
people, about whom they know as little, aa 
astronomers do of the internal state <^ the 
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To make traveltiag {nxiduce its designed ef- 
fects on the mind; to Ubfetter us ftom pre- 
judice and unreasonable partialities ; to make 
us liberal in our opinions of fbrugn nations, 
and be, indeed, citizens of the world, univer- 
sal philanthropists, and loyal sons to our own 
country, we must convcFS* wkh mankind at 
large; study their states; esteem their virtues, 
and provide a^unst their vices. By these 
means, while wc compassionate errore which 
ansa from bad governments, wc avoid ^« e£- 
fects on ourselves ; and learn to venerate and 
guard the constitution that unites private se- 
curity with pnblic honour. From theae views 
of the subject, it will readily be granted^ that 
military and naval veterans, who have had 
fretfuent opportunities of seeing distant coun- 
tries while they fought for their own, must, 
in general, be the most liberal characters. By 
their situation^ they are forced to mix with 
strangers and enemies, as well as friends; and 
the result is, that they see men as they are.— • 
All human passions, good and bad, being 
brou^t before their eyes; all people, more or 
less, exhibiting the same quantity of vicious 
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or virtuous propenside»; th^ regard the spec- 
tacle with candour, modesty, and self-exami- 
nation] and, when the white flag ts hoisted^ 
are ready to embrace tfaeir reconciled enemy, 
and to sit down with him to partake the holy 
aacrament of peace and amity. 

*• ■ 

Amoi^ the best men are diversities of opi- 
mons ; which are no more, in' true reason, to 
breed hatred, than one that loves black, should 
be angry with him that is clothed in white ; 
Jbr thoughts are the very apparel of the mind* 
5. 

We see many men among na, who hold 
themselves contoited with the knowing of un- 
truth, without seeking after tiie truth ; and 
with mocking of superstitions, without seek- 
iog the pure and true rel^on. 

Semark. 

The reason of this lies with the malignity 
of these men. So far are they from the image 
of God; so opposite are they irooi the dia- 
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position of Him, who raised a beautiful worM 
out of a hideous chaos; who. created matit 
and made him happy ; who looked around on 
a universe moving in harmony, and said, 
" All 18 GOOD \" So wide are theae malig- 
nants from any similitude with their benign 
Maker, that they exult in destruction I To 
contradict human testimony> to disprove hu- 
man reasoning, to deny divine revelation, to 
destroy the system of nature, anti, if it were 
possible, to dethrone the Deity, is their study, 
their labour, and their Satanic enjoyment. 



A fool's opinion is no dishonour. ' -^ 

Remark. 

Because there is no judgment annexed to it> 
A silly person seldom can give any sufficieot 
reason for his dislike ; and therefore we des- 
pise his misprision. But when sentiments of 
disapprobation are expressed by the worthy, 
we are startled as If by a stroke from heaven* 
and look about how we may amend our ^It, 
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Gentle rebake, when our eondact lapses to- 
wards error, is the kindest office good men' 
can do for us : and next to that, is the honest 
applause by which they encoun^ the virtuous 
man to proceed cheerfully through hi« hard 
trials. TheloveofpraiseisadivmegLft, and 
was implanted in the human breast, to support 
the toils of duty. It is the help-mate of man, 
the soft bosom on which he reclines, after Uie 
fatigues of a laborious day. There is nothing 
substantial in it; nothing that can actually 
shorten his work, or lighten his burthen; but 
like tender woman, (whose weakness prevents 
her sliaring the toils of her husband,) its pre- 
senqe^eguiles the hour of labour, sweetens 
,the bitterness of life, and spreads the couch of 
affection beneath tbe wearied body. Direct a 
passion for praise towuds worthy aims^ and 
yoo ^ve wings to virtue : but when that desire 
tends towards the vanities of life, its path is 
trifling, and its end contempt. It depends on 
education, (that holder of the keys, which the 
Almighty hath put into our hands,) to open 
the gates which lead to virtue or to vice, to 
happiness or misery. 
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7. 

Who wilV ever give couiuel, if the counsel 

c judged by the event 1 And if it he not 

found wise, shall therefore he thought wiclcedl 

Remtirk. 

Who will lead armies to the field, if the 
head of the genera] is to answer for defeat? Or 
who will yield private comforts to pubHc du- 
ty, if opinion estimate the virtue of the actor 
by the eSects he produdes, and not by the mo- 
tives of his actions? There are few persons 
who have the courage, either in friendship or 
philanthropy, to dedicate, first, their minds 
to tlie objects of their zeal ; then, their feel- 
ings; and lastly, their reputations. And alt 
for what ? For the purchase of ingratitude! 
So capriciously do men weigh the deeds of 
thdr benefactors, that it is incumbent on every 
man who really wishes well to his fellow-crea- 
tures, to labour for their prosperity, without 
ever casting a thought towards their thanks. 
If he do not hold himself independent ot their 
breath, he submits to a current which is as 
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nriable as the winds; when he is successful, 
it blows him along with fair and ftalmy gates; 
but when fortune frowns, it gathers in tem- 
pests around his head, aod wrecks hinron the 
first rock against which it has the force to 
drive him. The highest virtue is to persevere 
in good, when that good is evil-spoken of: 
for, we can no where look on the page of the 
world) as it passes under our own eye; or on 
the annals of its past history; without seeing^ 
that he who builds on popular opinion, (which 
almost always judges by the result,) rests on a 
foundation that is fcff ever shifting; a sand- 
bank, that now leans on the southern, and 
now on the northern shore. The murder of 
Cnsar by Brutus, (the man whom he had 
cherished and called his sou Ij was extolled 
by bis cotemporaries; and is recorded with 
lulmirationj unto this day: while a purer spi- 
rit of patriotism, in Timoleon, was condemn- 
ed by hia countrymen; and is now, except by 
scholars, almost forgotten. The conquest 
which this great man attempted over natural 
affection; and the caprice of the people for 
whouiJie acconaplisbed it; are iostaeces of 
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human vutue and human vice, worthy of » 
moment's recollection and attention. 
' Timophanes, the brother of Timolecm, pos- 
sessed dazzling talents; and an ambition that 
aspired to the supreme authority. A desperate 
courage, attended by good fortunej procured 
him the con6dence of the Corinthians} \dio, 
in return for the victories which be gained at 
the head of their armies, gave him the com- 
mand of the troops which guarded the city. — 
Timophanes corrupted these men by the spoil 
which he promised them ; bribed the populace, 
with largesses; and having, by licentious prin- 
ciples, seduced a number of the young nobi- 
lity to support his measures, immediately seiz- 
ed the throne. In the same hour the most 
respectable citizens were dragged to the scaf- 
fold; their estates confiscated; and their 
houses sacked by the mob. Till nqw, Timo- 
leon patiently, though carefully, had watched 
over the safety of the statej but mdignant, not 
merely at the usurpation of Timophanes, but 
at the cruel means which he used to maintain 
his power, he forced hims^f into hia pre- 
sence; and having obtsuned a private audi£nce» 
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described, with theeloquence of virtue the hor- 
rible nature of the crimes which he bad com- 
mitted ; the destructive consequences, both to 
Cerintb and to himself, of those which were 
to follow; and concluded, with conjuring him 
by all that be held sacred in earth and in hea- 
ven, to abdicate bis illegal power ; and by such 
resignation, make some atonement to the gods 
for the excesses of his mad ambition i Timo- 
phanea derided his counsel. Hmoleon was 
not to be foiled by one rep'dse : he assailed 
him again and again, with repeated visits, and 
a variety of arguments ; but all in vain. Ti- 
mophanes remained in the throne; the streets 
of Corinth ran with blood ; and the insatiate 
populace fattened in the slaughter. Timo- 
leon's last effort was to be tried. He repaired 
to the tyrant's apartments with two finetids, to 
whom he had given his instructions. His pa- 
triotic arguments were repeated : the rage of ' 
' Timophanes would hardly allow him to pro- 
ceed: Timoleoh beseeched him by every thing 
that was honourable in man, and tender as a 
brother, to hear him to the end. He was in- 
terrupted by a threateaed blow from Timo- 
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pbanes, and a. menace of insUnt death tf be 
did not cease. " Then (exclaimed TimoleoD^ 
looking at him with mingled horror and pity,) 
thou art determined to die sovereign of Co- 
rinth?" " 1 am: (replied the tyrant,) and let 
him perish, who disputes my authority I" "H- 
moleon covered his head with bis robe — but 
before he could turn away, b(» two fritiMb 
had plunged their daggers in the heart of Ti* 
mophanes. TheaBBassinationwas soon known: 
some few, (the old patriots who yet remained,) 
admired the heroic zeal of Timoleon, who 
had sacrificed fraternal love to the safety of 
his country ; but as the major part of the 
citizens preferred licence before liberty, plun- 
der before labour, and luxury before virtue, 
they loudly accused Timoleon of the most un- 
natural treason, and demanded that he should 
be brought to trial. He cared not for his life, 
and submitted : but the little justice that still 
existed, acquitted him of deserving punish- 
ment; while the rancorous multitude (depriv- 
ed of their privil^e to pillage,} pursued bim 
from the city, loading him with curses and in- 
sults. Heart-struck with so general a deteita- 
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tion, his reason was almost dislodged ; and 
doubting his own innocence, he wandered 
about in soUtaiy places, abandoned to grief; 
and bitterly lamenting the error of his virtue, 
or the unexampled stupidity and ingratitude 
of the Coiinthians. 

When excessive humility attends the per- 
former of extraordinary and magnanimous ac- 
tions, that amiable quality degenerating into 
weakness, puts it into the power of cabal, 
noise, and accusation, to make the man who 
has sacrificed his own aSections to particular 
demands of virtue, suspect his judgment, start 
from himself as from a spectre, and hope- 
lessly regret conduct which ought to cover him 
with gtory. Those moralists who say that 
the parth of virtue is smooth ; and seek to al- 
lure the young to enter it, by a description of 
its pleasures only ; betray their cause, by pre- 
ferring its claims with deceit. Though the 
consciousness ot acting right) like a guardian 
angel, accompanies us through every peril, 
yet the road is rough and rocky ; there are 
gulphs to swim ; mountains to climb ; and 
precipices, firom which, at the command of 
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Integrity, we must fling ourselves hvadlong.' 
Such is the journey : but when we gain the 
summit, it is- then th&t the triumphant spirit 
looks down on the dangers it has passed ; 
and mingling with the laurelled sons of im- 
mortality, enjoys an Elysium, whose pleasures 
are as pure as they are sublime, and as raptu- 
rous as they are eternal. 



Friehdship is 80 rare, as it is doubted, 
whether it be a thing indeed, or but a word. 

Jiemark. 

It is rare, because its essentials are invalu- 
able and hard to be found: and as its worth is 
so great, we have counterfeits which cheat us 
under a false stamp; and when we think that 
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we have excbftnged our heart for vcai friou^- 
Bhip> we find nothing but mens' decisions and 
our own bankruptcy. " In what light (askeil 
a Grecian philosopher of bis friend,) do you 
view friendship i" "As the most ddightful 
and the most dangerous of the gift« of heaven i 
(answered he^) its enjoytneuta are octatic} 
its disappointments, agony." 



Be careful to make friendship the child^and 
not (he father of virtue: for many strongly kntt 
minds are rather good friends than good men; 
so, as though they do not like the evil their 
friend does, yet they like him who does the 
evil; and though no counsellors of the of- 
fence, they yet protect the offender. 

Remark. 

This bias in friendship is pregnant with 
evil ; for, when once the eye that we most fear, 
is so prejudiced in our favour, as not to per* 
ceive distinctly the colour of our actions, we 
an apt to take advantagie of such bliudneas 
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and to suffer the brightness of our character 
to fade, Bince the change can be no longer 
discerned by the person whose approbatioa 
stands highest in our esteem. But the friend- 
ship which is thus influenced, wants one in- 
dispensible qualification for discharging the 
duties of that inviolable intimacy; a detesta- 
tion of every thing that i* dt^rading ! True, 
legitimate friendship, that is perfect in all itt 
paru, is the most quick -sighted of all the af- 
fections. Her eye is a microscope, Uiat dis- 
covers every detect; but the discovery does 
not excite any unkind, or upbraiding emotions; 
nor does she wish to conceal from the object 
of her observations, the knowledge of errors, 
that may be amended : she regards the imperr 
fections before her, with the same tenderness 
and delicacy that she would dispense to her 
own ; and being only anxious for the well-do- 
ing and happiness of her friend, she shews 
him his de&ult, that it may be rectified, be- 
fore malignancy descries, and proclaims it to 
the world. 
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Take heed how you place your good-wiU 
upon any other ground than proof of virtue. 
Neither length of acquaintancej mutual secre- 
cies, nor height of benefits, can bind a vicious 
heart : no man being good to others^ that la 
not good in himself. 

Bemark. 

On what grounds can we expect int^rity, 
either in private or political transactious, from 
the person who errs in the iirst of human du- 
ties, care of himself, of his character, of hia 
consci^ice, of his all that is <Ac man ^ What 
is a frame of flesh and blood ? What are sta- 
tions and titles ? What, fine declamation and 
profession ? But chaff, dust, — ^mere wind and 
words. Man is built up of honour ; and when 
that fails him, he has no more claim on the 
august name, than the painted mummy could 
pretend to> whidi defrauds the earth o£ its 
borrowed clay. 



D5-,z,t.b,Goog[e 



180 



TTiere is no sweeter t«te of friendship, than 
the coupling of souls in mutuality, either of 
condoling orcomforting; where the oppressed 
mind finds itself not altogether miserable, since 
it is sure of one who is feelingly sorry for its 
misery. And the joyful, spends not his joy 
either alone, or there where it may be envied; 
but may freely send it to such a welt-grounded 
object, whence he shall be sure to recdve a 
sweet refiection of the same joy ; and as in a 
clear mirror of sincere good-will, see a lively 
picture of his own gladness. 

Semari. 

How beautifully has Dr. Young expressed 
this thought I 

Celesdal Happineaa t Whene'er abe stoops 
To visit eartli, one ihrine the goddess finds, 
And one alone, to make ber tweet amends 
For absent heaven, — the bosom of a friend. 
Where heart meeis heart, reciprocally soft. 
Each other's pilloM to repose divine 1 
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5. 
Between friends all must belaid open; no- 
thing being superfluous nor tedious. 

Jtemark. 

It B in vain to talk of friendship, that 
friendship which alone deserves the name, if 
the whole heart be not unveiled. That indis- 
criminating confidence, which lavishes itself 
opon every smiling promiser, is as worthless 
ap it is undistinguisbing; but to withhold even 
your dearest secrets from the fnend to whom 
you have sworn eternal futh, and who has 
given you his heart. io pledge of his honour, is 
to rob him of his nght; to defraud him of his 
best privil^e,— to mingle grief with grief, and 
joy with joy, in the mutual interchange of 
friendship. 

6. 
Friendship is made fast by int£r»«»en be- 
nefits. 



Semark. 

Those fiiendships are geno^ly the most 
tender and firm, which were fonned in early 
youth. The first kindnesses we receive we 
seldom forget: they ar6 remembered with en- 
dearing comments of the soul; and on every 
revisalj they grow in estimation^ and t^e 
deeper root in the heart. > 



Prefer yotir friend's profit before your owa 

Semark. 

And what is more, and a harder duty, pre- 
fer bis profit before his ouit desire. ' Rather 
lose your friend's love, than allow him in (he 
gratification of any wish, which you can pre- 
vent, and which you know would give him 
present enjoyment, at the expense of future 
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paio. These duties are the thorns of friend* 
ship. 



Hiere is nothing so great, that I fear to do 
for my friend ; nor nothing so «mallj that I 
udll disdain to do for him. 

Remark, 

In £ict, as vre may. exercise all our powers, 
for the sake of a friend, without any chai^ 
of selfishness or EOrdidness ; all our actions, 
however dangerous or laborious, which have 
his service for their object, are rendered by ttiat 
sentiment, delightfbl and ennobling. Where 
no lurking self-interest whispers to the hearty 
" Thou art ambitious^ or vain-glorious, or 
toiling to make a captive 1 This is for thyself 
alone !" to meet peril at every turning ; to re- 
pel envy, hatred, and malice; to struggle with 
fow in every direction; and "all for thy 
Jrievd!" when the conscience declares this, 
such a warfare is more glorious than that of 
Cssar agdnst the Gauls : for there are no bar- 



bariaus hardu- to conquer and to civilize, (bam 
the adversaries of virtue, and the oppressow o^ 
mi^rtune. Happy is that favoured aortal 
who is thus privileged to serve and to sust^a 
ft sufiering friend 1 To have contemplated the 
tioble clHuractn of the gallant Sidney, to have 
rejoiced in his fame, to have followed him in 
baiushment, to have shared in his studies, to 
have accompanied him in his deeds of bene* 
roieoce, to have fought by him in the field, to 
iiave received him in your arms when he fell, 
to have watched bis couch day and night 
while he lay in anguish, to have taken into 
your rery heart his last sigh — ^his last look o£ 
gratitude to man! Aod to have had written on 
your monument, — " Here lies the friend of 
Sir Philip Sidney !" These are the toils, these 
we the delights of friend^ip; and su6h « 
grave would be a place of more honour than 
the proudest throne in Christendom. 



The man that ts faithful, thinks it more li- . 
berty to be hb friend's prisoner, than to b» 
any other's gmeraU 

VOL. I. JC 
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. that tenacity of friendship which, to conl- 
nion observation, spears to he only spaniel^ 
like endurance, is an atlmirable proof of the 
noblcst nature : it bears with the mischances of 
fijrtune, the rariableneas of humour, the pef 
versity of human infirmity, rather than hastily 
divorce itself from him, to whom it has, on 
mature knowledge, given entire confidence. — < 
Mutability proves two bad things; a weak in- 
tellect, and an insensible heart. It builds on 
crazy foundations ; and the superstructure, 
falls, with the shaking of the first stone. That 
a'hich is to, lie loved hng, is to he loved with 
reason rather than passion : for reason is wa- 
ry in choice, restrained in expectation ; and by 
temperance in enjoyments, ensures their du^ 
ration and its own constancy. 



While we have power to do a service to cne 
we love, we are not wholly miserable. 
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Remark. 

And while those " we love" find happinesi 
in lis, as well as accept *^ services"- at our 
bands, we must ^' not be wholly miserable.'* 
Is there not a positive happiness in the con- 
sciousness of producing happiness ? There 
is something divine in the prerogative, that 
elevates the soirl, and gives it an earnest ofte- 
atitude. Absolute miser)' cannot abide with 
virtue in affliction ; and when friendship Is our 
solace, grief itself is the root of joy. 



Whiit is mine, even lo my life, isher'sl 

Icfve; butthe secret bf my frien'd, is not'minel 

12, 

Death is a less evil than betraying a trust- 
ing firiend. 

Itemarit,. 

The blow which was aimed at the heart <^ 
Pythias on the scaffold, would have occaaion.- 
cd him less pain than the thou^t, thai he had 
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been abandoned to his &te by the desertion of 
Damon. We fear not corporeal deaths but 
the extinction of that mental lUe which 
breathes upon ub from the breast of a beloved 
friend. The perfidy of a friend tortures tht 
soul ; his death merely bereavcft it <^ happi* 
ness: but 

•' M«a wiMcbed be wbo UtHt red) die bUm 1 

"WhoieeyeilwTe wepto'«e»eryftieiii) laidlcnri 
" Dragg'd liagering <m, from pwtiil detth to dektb^ 
" Till dying— all he can mign it breath I" 



To a heart fully resolute, counsel is tedious, 

and repiehension is loathsome; but there is 

nothing more terrible to a guilty heart, than 

the eye of a respected friend. 

14. 

Be friendly without factiousness. 



*< Would you comprehend alt bell in one 
word (says Lord Orrery.) call it party, or » 
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•I»rit of ftction." A graver author shall con- 
tinue the comment on this necessary maxim. 
•* It behoves us not to engage ourselves so 
deeply in any singular friendship ; or in devo- 
tion to any one party of men, as to be entirely 
putial to their interests, and prejudiced in 
their behalf, without distinct consideration of 
tbe truth and equity of tbar pretences in the 
matters of difference : and above all things, 
not for the -sake of a fortuitous agreement in 
disposition, opinion, interest or relation, to 
riolate the duties of justice and humanity; to 
approve, favour, or applaud, that which is bad 
in some; to dislike, discountenance, or dispA" 
rage, that which is good in others. For he 
that upon such terras is a iriend to any one 
man, or party of men, as to be resolved (with 
sin implicit futh, or blind obedience,) to main- 
lain, whatever he or they shall afEnn to be 
true; and whatever they shall do, to be good; 
doth, in a manner, undertake enmity against 
til men beside ; and as it may happen, doth 
oblige htmself.to contradict plain truth, to de- 
viate from the mles of virtue, and offend Al- 
mighty God himself. This unlimited parti- 



ality we«we only to truth and goodness, atid 
to God, the fountain of them. He that fol- 
lowed Tiberius Gracckus in his seditions, up- 
on the score of friendship, and alleged in his 
fxcuse, that ' if his fiiend had required, it of 
htm, he should as readily have put fire to the 
Capitol!' was much more abominable for his 
disloyalty to his country, and horrible impiety, 
against God^ than commendable for his con- 
stant fidelity to his friend. And that soldier 
who is said to have told Csesar (in his first ex- 
pedition against Rome,) that in obedience tc^ 
his commuids he would not refuse to sheath 
his sword in the breast of his brother, or in the 
throat of his aged father, or in the heart of hi» 
mother, was, for his unnatural barbarity, ra- 
ther to be abhorred, than to be esteemed for 
his loyal affection lo his general. And in like 
nianner, he that to please the humour of his 
friend, can be either injurious, or treacherous, 
or notably discourteous, to any man else, is 
very blamcable, and renders himself odious to 
^1 others. Lelius.who incomparably well both 
understood and practised the rules of friend.- 
ship, is, by Cicero, reported to h^tve mado 
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thia the first and chief law thereof. That 
Ve neither require of our friends the perjvrm- 
anceofbase and wicked things j nor being re* 
fiwsled of them, perform such ourselves." No 
virtue qan be sustained at the expense of ano- 
ther virt,ue; and what we beheve to be a vir- 
tue, even while it tempts us to do evil in its 
Service, is nothing better than a desperate pas> 
flion cloked under a privileged appearance : it 
is not affection, but dotage ; it is not zeal, but 
fanaticism : not virtucj but vice ! 



Friendship doth never bar the mind of itt 
t)artner, IVom &ee satisfaction in all good. 
16. 

Where the desire is such as jnay be ob- 
tained, and the party well-deserving, it must 
be a great excuse, that may well colour a de- 
nial. But when the motion carries with it 4 
direct impractibility, then must the only an- 
swer be comfort without help, and sorrow to 
both parties ; to the one, not obtaining ; ta 
the ather^ not being able to grant. 
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n. 

Tbe ligbtKnne countenance of a friend giv- 

ctb Buch an inward decking to the houte 

where it lodgeth, as proudest palaces mi^ 

have cause to envy the gilding. 

18. 

The hard estate of a friend does more vei 
the brave heart, than its own mishap; Sor, so 
indeed it is ever found, where valour wad 
fiiendsbip are perfectly coupled in one heart. 
The reason being, that' the resolute maof 
having once digested in his own judgment 
the worst extremity of his own case, and hav- 
ing either quite expelled, or at least repelled, 
all passion which ordinarily follows an over- 
thrown fortune; not knowing his friend's 
mind so well as his own, nor with what pa- 
tience he brooks his case, (which is, as tt were, 
the matmal cause of making a man happy or 
unhappy;) doubts whether his friend accounts 
not himself more miserable; and lo indeed be 
>ble. 
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A ^AKTINO AD&KESS OF FRIEimSHIV. 

If I bare thee love, for mine own sake ; and 
that our friendship grew because I, for my 
part, might r^oice to enjoy such a friend ; I 
should now bo thoroughly feel mine own loss^ 
that I should call the heavena and earth to 
witness, how cruelly you lob me of my great- 
est comfort, (robbing me of yourself,) mea- 
suring die breach of friendship by mine own 
piissionl But because indeed I love thee for 
thyself; and m my judgment judge of thy 
worthiness to be loved, I am content to build 
my pleasure upon thy comfort ; and then will 
1 deem my hap in friendship great, when I 
shall see thee, whom I love, happy: let me be- 
only sure that thou lovest me Btill; the only 
price of true affection f Go therefore on, with 
the guide of virtue and service of fortune. — 
Let thy love be loved ; thy desires, prosper- 
ous; thy escape, safe ; and thy journey, easy. 
Let every thbg yidd its help tothy desert f 
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For my part, absence shall not take thee front 
mine eyes ; nor afflictions bar me from glad- 
ding in thy good ; nor a possessed heart keep 
thee from the place it hath for ever allotted 
thee. My only friend ! I joy- in thy pre- 
sence, biit I joy more in thy good. That 
friendship brings forth the fmks. of enmity^ 
which prefers its own tenderness before its. 
trieitd's advantage. Farewel! 

Remark. 

FrUndship U so rare, as it is doubled whe-^ 
iher it be a thing indeed, or hit a word !• 
There have been, and are, so many pretenders, 
to the title of friendship, that no man who. 
has numbered the years which Sir Philip Sid- 
ney did, will be surprised at seeing the above 
sentence at the head of his thoughts on that, 
noblest of affeclions. Amongst so numerous, 
fellowships which assume the name, it is well, 
to consider the essentials of the sentiment^ be-, 
fore we grant privileges to what may be false: 
pretensions. Young men meet with other, 
young men, who are fond of the same amtise-x 
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ments, who possess similar convivial qualities;', 
and who, in consequence, are eager to fre* 
quent the like socieiy: they soon come to nn 
understanding; congeniality of tastes aiid 
wishes bind their newly-plighted hands ; they 
live almost together ; they share each other's 
pleasures; they correspond; they are sworn 
friends. But let calamity fall on either ! The 
ether flies fVom iHe contagion of misery: 
they have no longer any sympathies ; and he 
lltaves his former partner, to go in quest of 
some new companion, equally gay, who ha^ 
yet his race to run. Then, there are contracts 
of interest, which are dissolved the moment 
that the misfortunes of the one encroaches on. 
the avidity of the other. Besides these, (who. 
all prostitute the name of iriendship,) we have 
a host of friends, who will assist us wilh ad- 
monitions, advice, and promises, enough; hut 
should we presume to draw upon their person- 
able trouble, or their purse, we lose them en- 
tirely. There are many who will Call them- 
selves your friends, if you have any properties 
about you which may administer to their plea- 
surt,, or their vanity. Some people have aa. 
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K but what th^ catch by reSectimk 
Fine accompluhmeiitfl, wit> beauty and celebri- 
ty, will attract a crowd of such gunuDer-fricnds : 
they will Salter in your path, glitter in your 
beams, and flash your own brightness in your 
eyes, unul yon could almost believe them ta' 
be insensible of any joy out of yoor presence. 
But when the scene chaises ; when adveisi^ 
clouds your vivaa^ wid obscures your fame* 
-when you are in sorrow, sickness, and dis- 
tress } who wilt enter the house of mourning? 
Not one of all this tribe. It is then, O friend- 
ship! thy kingdom comes } The yi-iend ap- 
pears t not with reproaches in the fonn of 
counsel : not to tell you, how you might have 
avoided misfortune; and to insult you with 
vnavailing regrets: but be opens his arms, 
bis heart;— his soul is your*g ! And the closer 
you cling to him. the more confidently you 
lean upon him, — the lighter is his own grief, 
the greater is the sweet tribute to his af- 
fection. Such a friend is the character which 
Kr Philip Sidney describes in the foregoing 
ps^; and such a one, the wisest of mcoeu- 
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lograes in these few simple words, ** Tlw pric« 
<^a true friend is above rubies." The bles- 
sing can hard)]r be doubled to man : he is 
not to expect in the course of the longest life, 
-tnore-tbaa tme such gift; for it is as rare as it 
is estimable; it is a donaUon direct from hea- 
ven; a comforter in affliction; a brightener 
of joy; a cheering partner in the labour of 
virtue ; a sweet companion to enter with into 
the gates of paradise. A sermon might be 
written from every text in this section. Tbey 
are so pr^nant with excellent instructions, 
purity of sentiment} and sublimity of love^ 
that I curtail my own remarks, to exhort the 
young reader, to read them again and again; 
to leriie them on thefnmtiett of /Us eyes; and 
engrave them on his heart. Such was the 
friendship of which we have some few and 
beautiful examples. The Scriptures hold out 
to ua the afiection of David and Jonathan, 
v^hich passed the loue of women ! Grecian hisr 
tory presents Harmodius and Arislpgiten : ia 
modem annals, we have that of the gallant Sid- 
- ney himselFwith the brave Fulke Lord Brooke { 
and if we would see the figure of friend- 
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Aip in its full beauty, as it lived iii thetr 
hearts, let us turn to its pictuie, which he hatf 
to divinely delineated in the story of Pyroclea 
and Musidorus ! It nay well be called the 
mirror of nobleness, the glass ef f[iendshi|:% 
and the mould of love> 



See whether a c^c can please a bird ; or.' 
whether a dog grow not fiercer with tying !' 
What doth jealousy, but stir up the mind to 
think what it is, from which it is restrained f 
For they are treasures, or things of great de- 
light, which men use to hide for the aptness 
they have to each man's fancy : and the 
thoughts once awakened to that, the harder 
sure it is, to keep the mind (which being the 
chief part, by this means is defiled,) from 
thinking and desiring. 
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Remark. 



, Most worthless persons have an intemrf 
warning of defects which they do not acknow- 
Wge to themselves, aldiough a. thousand mis- 
givings hint i% to then every day. Self-con- 
ceit having blunted their perceptions, they 
cannot see distinctly thoscini^es, which con- 
tinually floating through their brains, would 
shew them what they are, had they modesty 
enough to profit by the lesson. The only 
idea that such a man (tf he be married,) is sure 
he understands is,, that he doubts; and the 
choice lies with himself, whether the object of 
that doubt shall be his own merit,, or his wife's 
virtue. He has inward glimmerings, of 
grounds of dislike and probable avoidance; 
and'with that rajiidity of vicious- calculation, 
which runs swiftest in the weakest heads, he 
presently closes the natural effect upon the 
cause ', and not believing that priaciple can 
retain what there is temptation to relinquish^ , 
he sets spies over his wife ; determining to 
withhold by force the body, which might be 
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too ready to follow tlie wanderings of the 
mind. By this conduct, he sounds an alarm 
to the muster of his own errors : the eager 
eyes of her whom his fi^ars have insulted, 
seeking reasons fi>r such severity, discovers, 
hi the now giant-£aulu of her husband> the 
motives of his jealousy and her supposed de- 
reliction j and what is more &tal still, often a 
plausible excuse for turning the phantoitas oi 
suspicion into hideous realities. Where there 
is any good disposition, confidence begets 
faithfulness; but distrust, if it do not produce 
treachery, never fails to destroy every inclina- 
tion to evince fidelity. Most- people disdain 
to clear themselves from the accusations of 
inere suspicion. 



Those that be good, will be satisfied as long 
u they see no evil. 

3. 

Open suspecting of others, comes of 9e- 
cl^tly condemning ourselves. 
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Bnutrk, 



This abort obscrvatioa compriMt a ftight*^ 
fill epitome of what a man incun by fottakii^ 
a virtuous course of life. Wicked as be isi 
and obstinate in wickedness, be cannot hide - 
the heinouiness of his enonnities from him- 
self; nor help imagining that all who'surround 
bim possess as many evil inclinations as he 
himself, to da barm to others whenever inter- 
est points that way. In the bad, he sees no- 
thing but treacherous rivals ; and in the good, 
severe judges and iaSexible avengers. How 
evidently is it written before men's eyes, nay, 
does not tVisdom cry it in the streets, that 
** the paths of virtue lead to honour and secu- 
rity; those of vice, to disgrace and punish- 
ment ?" Why will not men be wise, and lay 
this lesson to their hearts ? Its fleets will ns- 
ter there in spite of themselves ; and when men 
act as if they believed it not, Qooscience is still 
witness on the side of truth; implacable in 
her testimony, " she still condemns the wretch 
and still renews the charge;" and though be 



Ruffers in secret, the murderer of his own vir-> 
tue (the parent of bappinesB,) is, like the ago- 
nized Orestesj a prey to the furiea. Man qiay 
Escape the world's censure, but he can nev^ 
elude his own. He may vaunt otherwise ; 
but, as Johns«n said of Pope on a diflerent 
occasion — *' When he says so, he knows that 
he lies." 

4. 
A dull head thinks no better way to sbeu! 
himself wise, than by suspecting every thing 
in his way. 

Jtemari. 

Any base heart can devise means of vile-- 
ness J and affix the ugly shapings of its own 
&ncy, to the actions of those around him ; but; 
it requires loftiness of mind, and the heaven- 
bom spirit of virtue, to imagine greatness^ 
where it is not ; and to deck the sordid objects 
©f nature, in the beautiiul robes of loveliaes^ 
«od ItghU 
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5. 
Suspicion breeds the mind <^ cruelty; and 
the effects of craelty stir a new cause of sus. 
picion. 

6. 
Suspicion is the very means to lose that, w«: 
most suspect to lose. 
7. 
He that is witness of his own unworthiness> 
^ the apter to think himself contemned. 



INTERFERENCE. 

Hk that is too busy in the foundations oftt 
bouse, may pull the building about his cars^ 
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PERSUASION. 



Hz that peraigu to persuade us to what we 
aualike, ii no otherwiBe than as a tedious 
prattler, who cumbers thehearingofadeligfat- 
ful music. 

2. 
We are best persuaded, when nobody is by, 
who baa heard us say, that we would not b« 
fersuaded, 

3. 

In the particularities of every body's mind 

and fortune, there are particular advantages^ 

by which they are to be held, 

4. 

Credit is the nearest step to persuauon. 

b. 
Words are vain, when resolution talces the 
place of persuasion. 



That the speaker's reputation for truth and 
good'will townrds the object of his persuasion. 
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tie his mo«t powerful auxiliaries in argument^ 
Ho one will deny: ana yet, the most active 
perttiaders m generally people who take no 
care to avoid error ; or to enter heartily into 
the wel&re of the person whom they advise. 
These aelf-calkd counsellors, commonly ap- 
proach their client in so pompous an array of 
judgment, that he shrinks as ' much tmm, the 
important sweep of their train, as from the se- 
verity of their sentence. Various are the me- 
thods by which these volunteer-teachers breathe 
forth Uwir homilies, and launch their fulmi- 
nations ag^nst tiwisgressors. Some, in the 
chape of anxious JrientU, delight in exercising 
their rhetoric on subjects which are likely to 
prove eidiaustless ; and therefore, undertake to 
pemiade you to relinquish the very things 
which they know you owet value. 

llicre is a second race, who display their 
superiority, by reproving and admonishing 
DtherBbefore company; and the larger the cir- 
cle is, the better; their triumphis more com- 
' plete,and their fame is in the way of spreading 
ftitker. But the most annoying of all public 



rrformers, is the personal satirist. Though' 
he may be considered hy Eome few, as a useful 
member of society ; yet he is only ranked with 
the hangman^ whom we tolerate, because he 
executes the judgment we aUior to do our- 
selves; and avoid) with a nalilral detestation of 
his office: The pen of the one, and the cord 
of the otbet, are inseparable in our mindr. A 
satirist, to hare any excuse for the inexorable 
^eal with which he tincovers the dcfonnitiei 
of his fellow -creatures, ought to'bc exemplar 
ry in his own conduct j otherwise his hostility 
to the vicious is a vice in him ; a desire to 
torture, not a love of amending: bis lancet 
is poisoned, not embalmed ; and he proves by 
bis acrimony, that such men are often too busy 
with other people's faults, to ^d out and cor- 
rect their own. But, if the censor we're at 
virtuous as Cato himself, still experience 
■hews that personal satire is in most cases both 
dangerous and useless ; for he who is exposed 
to public infamy, suffers the punishment of 
his crime; and being branded with guilt, is^ 
by such unmercifulness, deprived of all pro' 
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t»bilky (^ recoveriDg his place in societal 
hence, he hates the relentless hand that, Ja 
withdrawing the veil - from his nakedness, 
leaves him no way to conceal infirmities which 
disgust the world ; and despairing, by any 
after-amendment, to ef&ce the cruel impres- 
sion, he abandons himself to his fate. On 
the contrary, the general satirist, attacks the 
vice, and not the individual acting nnder its 
influence. He paints its enormity; and de- 
scribes the infamy which detection incurs. — 
Xhe secret culprit sees the portrait; and while 
he can yet retreat from being recognised at 
^hc original, steals from his crimes ; and hap* 
py in the ignorance of mankind^ is the more 
easily induced to become a good character, be- 
cause they never knew that he was a bad one. 
Public shame often hardens the criminal in - 
^ilt; and drives him to defend what other- 
wise he would have been led to desert. lit 
short, it is a paradoxical way to reform men; 
by making them hate their teacher. Persua- 
sion will subdue vices, which virulence and 
open exposure cannot conquer. When you 
would teach mehj win their hearts, and their 
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nundt nill soon team obedience. Let the &i- 
junctions of the holy apoatles, instruct human 
morldistS how to Irctnre their fdlow-crcatures ! 
*' Brethren, if a man be orertaken in a &ult, 
ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in 
the spirit of medcness ; considering thyself, 
lest thou also be tempted : we, that are streog, 
ought to bear -the infirmities of the weak. A 
servant of the L/)rd must not fight, hut be gen- 
tle toward all; apt to teach j patient; in meek- 
ness instructing those that oppose themselves." 
Every man (saith the sage,) shall tiss ike lip» 
thai breaike sweetness I But all will be ready 
to avoid him whose mouth is imbitt««d with 
reproach, or defied with revilings. 
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iHavisETiTZHEss IS an uncomdy guest. 
Sgmark, 

Prying into the private histories of our ac- 
qu^tance, is not only uncomely, but very im- 
pertinent and insolent. It is never done to- 
wards those whom we sincerejy regard; for 
aflection supersedes idle curiosity, and makes 
us wait for the disclostiresj which it woulfd be 
indeUcate to demand. Hence, all olficioin 
questions about personal affairs; all canvas- 
sing the lineage, education, and fortunes of our 
associates, ante from mere inquisitiiJeness : and ' 
though such impertinence is most often found 
amongst individuals of rank and riches, ' (who 
rnake leisure to be troublesome,) yet no pri- ' 
vileges of situation ou^t to warrant ill-man- 
sers ; or screen presuming cuiiosity, from th^ 
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mortifications cS disappointment and con- 
tempt. 



The heavenly powers ought to be reverenc- 
ed, and not aetu-ched into ; and their mercies, 
by prayers^ sought; not their hidden counsels, 
by curiosity. 

Hemark, 

If pryers into futwrity were to pnt a stop to 
thpr curiosity by reflections similar with those 
•fCfesaT] tbey would avoid much ridicule 
much useless uneasiness, uid settle a very 
troublous spirit. 

The fidlowing thoughts were written on tha' 
Ubiets of that great man the night before his 
death, when he had retired to his chamber^ 
lather discomposed by the presages which hift 
wife Calphumia drew from her ominous 



*' Be it so. If I am to die to-morrowj that 
is what I uB to do to-morrow. It will not 
be tbeoj because I am willit^ it should bf 
* 
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then; nor shall I escape it^ because I am un- 
willing to meet it. It is in the Gods wfi£n, 
but in myself, how I shall die. If Calphur< 
nia's dream be fumes of indigestion, and I t^lce 
pamc at her vi^ure, how shall I behold the 
day after to-morrow? If they be from the 
Gods, their admonition ia QOt to pfepare me to 
escape from thek .decree^ but to meet it. I 
have lived to a fulness of days and of glory t 
frhat is there that Csesar has not done with as 
much honour as ancient heroes ? Ccesar ha» 
not yet died i — Csesar is prepared to die." 



TVSY who would receive the benefft of s 
.custom, must not be the first to break it; for 
then can they not complain, if they be not 
helped by that which th^ themselves hurt. 
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RemarK 

The justice of tht» remark is demonstrated 
by the dissatisfactioD which is shewn by men 
of equalizing doctrines^ when persons from a 
lower class intrude upon their level. It is ri- 
diculous to see these demi^ogues assume sta- 
tions with the highest ranks, and when their 
disciples practise the same lesson, and dare to 
approach their mastecs^ they are thrust back 
with indignation j even while the old burthei^ 
sounds in their ears — " The absurdity of re»- 
pecdng the customs of society I" 

*■ Thu comioon roles woe ne'er dcNga'd 
" DirecUm of the DoUe mind r 

is their favourite aphorism ; and from this 
text they descant upon the innate worthiness 
and inherent rights of oilmen, till the /triw- 
iege of eccentricity is extended to all minds, 
ignoble as well as noble. Tbey defend their 
cause on the pii;iciples of unlvCrsd freedoni. 
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and their own zeal to release mankind from 
prejudice. The general sameness of manners 
gives them the spleen: society is so evenly 
arranged, so closely fitted into each other, that 
there is no room for speculation.; rio opportu- 
nity ior enterprize ; law and custom hold the 
different orders in such trammels, that a man 
must have the force of Sampson, to burst the 
bonds which tie him and his talents down to 
the earth ! Such is the substance of most ora- 
tions in defence of mental republicanism :— 
Abundance of words — We must look for sw- 
guments elsewhere. This talisman of custom, 
this sameness, which they complain of, main- 
tains the harmony of the civilized world; 
holds the dunces and knaves, (to borrow a 

; term of punting,) in some degree of keeping ; 

'and^the real genius, which starts out of the 
canvass by its own strength, stands off with 
greater effect and brilliancy, from the deep 
shadow that involves the mass. Thus, a» 
Providence hath ordered it, the world presents 
a beautiful picture; in which every object 
wears its proportioned consequence. While 
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the plan of our oriitors, if adopted, wouI() 
Bhew only a toyman's warehouw j where every 
figure, good or bad, tumble over each otber in 
tndless confusion. 



END OF VOL. 1. 
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